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Decision Corner 


By Truman Hollis Woodward 


HERE they stand on the busy street, 
Squaring off like foes at bay: 
The old white church with its organ sweet 
And the tavern noisy across the way. 


Under the canopy of dark, 
Purest white is the old clock tower e 
Whose flood-lit hands so clearly mark 
For upturned eyes the fleeting hour. 


Down on the level of rum and rye, 
Neon red is the tavern’s door, 

Redder than many a bloodshot eye 
Of hapless fool who calls for more. 


The church says: ‘‘Come, I will lift you up.’’ 
The tavern: ‘‘Hi! Let’s drink ’er down.” 
The peace of the Lord’s communion cup — 
Or the din of Babel where ‘‘sorrows drown.”’ 


There they stand on the busy street, 
ing, luring you and me: 
The high, the low; ‘the white, the red; 
Life, or death ? Which shall it be? 


ye 
Is It Music ? 


Tastes differ as to what is real music. 
More than twenty years ago a family 
paper that was welcome in many homes, 
Youth’s Companion, published a squib 
that brings a smile. “The verra best 
music I ever heard,” said a Scottish 
Highlander, “was doon at Jamie Mac- 
Loughlan’s. There was fifteen of us 
pipers in the wee back parlor, all playin’ 
different tunes. I thocht I was floatin’ 
in Heaven.” The comment on this 


“heavenly music” has been made: “The 
discord of the pipers each playing dif- 
ferent tunes seems amusing to others, 
but is it not like the world and all its 
jazzy discords, which yet seem to appeal 
to the vast multitudes who are without 
God and without hope in the world?” 


ZA 


Victory Over Evil Thoughts 


Our thought life can be either a 
clear, sparkling spring or a cesspool. 
An incident has been published which 
is supposed to show the way of victory 
in one’s thought life. A young man told 
a friend, with anguish in his voice: “My 
chief trouble is with my mind; if only 
I could control my thoughts!” His 
friend answered: ‘Remember that it is 
impossible to think two thoughts at the 
same time. Run a good thought in and 
the bad one is bound to leave. Keep 
practicing this habit and, by God’s help, 
you will slowly but surely be ‘trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind.’” 
The advice sounds good, and many a 
Christian has tried it — only to find that 
it did not work. The trouble is this: 
what are you going to do if you find 
that you like the bad thought, enjoy 


% 


holding on to it, and are in such bond- 
age to it that you not only do not want 
to “run a good thought in” but are 
unable to do so? If this simple plan is 
indeed the secret of victory in our 
thought life, what need is there of Christ 
as Saviour? There is a better way: to 
let Christ himself work the miracle of 
victory in our innermost heart life and 
thought life. A man who, although a 
Christian, had been in hopeless bondage 
to evil thoughts, finally came to realize 
that Christ was not only his Saviour, 
not only his Lord, but actually his Life. 
He saw that Philippians 1:21 and Gala- 
tians 2:20 are literal, glorious facts for 
every child of God: “To me to live is 
Christ,” because “I am crucified with 
Christ,” and “Christ liveth in me.” Then, 
instead of trying to force bad thoughts 
out by running in good thoughts, he 
found that, as he lived moment by mo- 
ment in glad recognition of the fact 
that Christ was his actual life, Christ 
could and did work the miracle of 
keeping his heart life and thought 
life clean, and the Holy Spirit filled his 
mind with thoughts of Christ and his 
purity. Then he could say with thanks- 
giving, “God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1:7). 


Happy Jim’s Conversion 


the highways and byways, in English 

villages, at race courses and fairs, on 
London street corners, — the associate of 
that well remembered friend of little 
boys, J. W. Fegan; clean, smiling, quick- 
witted, Spirit-filled. 

Yet he came out of a drunken home 
in which mother as well as father were 
victims of the brewer. He grew up in 
the streets, knew no school, and was 
soon himself a pitiable beer slave. Ye 
that love the Lord, hate beer! Nothing 
is more degrading, more vulgar, more 
enslaving. 

At fourteen he tied up with farriers, 
and after a time was an expert horse- 
shoer, making good wages which went 
to the owners of brewery stock by the 
way of the public house. Years of drain- 
ing beer mugs followed. He was now 
married and had a little boy. 

One Sunday afternoon he had come 
in from the pub, walking, as he said, 


J eee BRYANT is an evangelist of 





This editorial reviews the book entitled, 
“Happy Jim.” (Hodder and Stoughton, Lon- 
don, Eng., one shilling.) 


like a postman from one side of the’ 
street to the other, and carrying with 
him two cans of beer. There were the 
baker’s children asking his little boy 
to go with them to Sunday school. The 
mother said “No,” pointing to the boy’s 
clothes, or lack of clothes, when the 
father asked why. Only a shirt and a 
pair of trousers,—no coat, shoes, or 
stockings! The brewery stockholder 
had taken them. 

The boy was crying from disappoint- 
ment. This went to Bryant’s heart. At 
night he could not sleep, and in the 
morning told his wife that he was going 
to turn over a new leaf. “How many 
more?” was her skeptical answer. On 
his way to work he noticed a little suit 
in a clothing store window. 

“Jim,” said I to myself, “that suit 
is your little boy’s. Not a drop of drink 
will you touch until he gets it.” And 
get it he did on the following Saturday. 

Next week the suit was in the pawn- 
shop and the proceeds guzzled. 

But there were those who were pray- 
ing, though Jim knew it not; John Bal- 
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chin, a city missionary, and Shingles the 
baker. One Sunday afternoon in July, 
1893, Mr. Balchin called at Jim’s door 
and invited him to a street-meeting. He 
went. He listened. When Balchin talked 
with him at the meeting’s close, he spoke 
of his utter helplessness and hopeless- 
ness. 

“Putting his hand on my shoulder, the 
evangelist said, ‘Listen. “When we were 
without strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly.”’ Then he added, ‘As 
many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name.’ 

“He made me repeat the texts, word 
by word. And as those texts sank into 
my heart, faith crept into my soul. As 
I left him and began to make my way 
home I was talking aloud to myself: 

“Jim, if it is true what this man says, 
there is a way out.’ When I reached 
home the one obstacle was, What would 
wife say? How could I get down on 
my knees before her? What cowards sin 
makes of us! I waited until she was 
asleep. She told me afterward that she 
was not asleep. I am afraid she often 
had cause to lie awake at night, and this 
time she thought I had delirium tre- 
mens. Thinking she slept, I knelt be- 
fore God in prayer and poured out my 
very soul, repeating the texts which the 
evangelist had taught me. 

“Nothing happened. I returned to bed 
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and lay tossing until about three o’clock 
in the morning. Then, unable to bear 
it any longer, I went down on my knees 
a second time and prayed: 

“‘Q God, the missionary said, “When 
we were yet without strength, in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly,” and, 
“As many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name.” 
O God, deliver me from this curse. Give 
me the power to become a child of God.’ 

“And, in a moment, he broke the 
power of canceled sin, he set the pris- 
oner free. It was instantaneous. I rose 
from my knees, born again by God’s 
Holy Spirit. He took the desire to do 
evil out of my heart and in its place 
he put the desire to do good. I was a 
new creature in Christ Jesus. ... 

“I remember starting out that morn- 
ing with my tools in a bag over my 
shoulder and when I got to the yard 
I felt myself to see if I was the same 
chap. For the first time in my experi- 
ence I had actually passed two public 
houses with no desire to go into them. 
I was soon busily shoeing the horses at 
the shop. Presently one of the men said, 
‘What’s the matter with Jim this morn- 
ing? He’s rather quiet.’ But Jim kept 
at his work. About eleven some of the 
men went off to the public house. ‘Come 
on, Jim, we've time.’ 

(Continued on page 542) 
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Have You Entrusted 
Your Children to God? 


I feel I must tell you how I do enjoy 
THe SunpAy ScHoot Times. I am sick so 
much that I do not get out but little, and 
I watch for the mailman to bring your 
Paper. 

I must say how I have enjoyed the edi- 
torial by a Christian mother, “Entrusting 
Our Children to God.” I was not saved 
when my children were born, but as soon 
as I found the Lord I gave up everything 
and tried to bring up my children to 
love the Lord. But I have failed; one 
daughter is in Heaven and the other two 
girls are saved and live the life, but my 
three boys and their wives are out in the 
world. I would give my life for time if 
only I could see them saved; I cannot 
even talk to them about the Lord, but I 
do pray in my weak way. 

Please do write more, in your paper, 
to mothers with unsaved children; it 
would help us so much.—An Ohio mother. 


Gladly THe Sunpay ScHoo, Times will 
act on this earnest mother’s wish and 
publish more articles on entrusting our 
children to God, if the mothers and 
fathers who are readers of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times will help by sending the 
Editor their experiences. 

The editorial by a Christian mother, 
“Entrusting Our Children to God,” was 
published in the Tres of April 30, and 
was a remarkable and searching testi- 
mony. The mother who wrote it gave 
God all the glory for the fact that her 
four children are consecrated Christians, 
— the eldest son preparing for the minis- 
try, the eldest daughter studying in a 


Bible institute, and the two younger ones 
“already being transformed into the 
image of the Master rather than con- 
formed to this world.” They are “lively, 
lovely children, full of faults still, but 
growing in grace every day. And it isn’t 
luck that did it. It was and is God and 
God alone.” 

This mother told of her distress in 
hearing so often the comments of 
thoughtless people on the subject. So 
many people feel, she said, that “raising 
children is a great gamble,—that one 
can never be sure of the outcome. Many 
times in my life I have heard the phrase, 
‘They have had fine luck with their chil- 
dren,’ or, ‘It’s too bad that such fine 
parents had such bad luck with their 
children.’ That always disturbs me, for 
I cannot think that in such a thing as 
the rearing of the children God has 
given us we should be at the mercy of 
chance.” 

This Christian mother told of having 
just come from the home of another 
mother whose only son lay broken in 
body and mind, and she wrote: 

A picture kept rising before me of the 
other years of that boy’s life—of his 
irregular attendance at Sunday school, of 
his parents’ spasmodic interest in church, 
of their passionate devotion and loyalty 
to their lodge, of the money spent regu- 
larly on movies, of the mother’s admis- 
sion at one time that she had never 
attended a missionary meeting of any sort. 
I have a memory of a later year when 
the boy stayed in our home, and of the 
yearning in his voice as he said one night, 
“I wish I had been taught more of the 
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right things when I was a youngster !” 

That mother and father are Christian par- 

ents, but they still think they have had 

“bad luck.” 

THE SuNDAY SCHOOL Times is sure that 
many of its father and mother readers 
have blessed testimonies to give of how 
they committed their children to the 
Lord and how God has graciously re- 
sponded to their trust in him. There 
may be testimonies of disappointment 
and failure also, which some parents 
may be willing to write, and to draw 
lessons from their own experience for 
the guidance and safeguarding of other 
parents and children. Letters will be 
welcomed from readers on this subject. 
They should be sent either in clear, 
legible handwriting, or in typewriting 
double-spaced between the lines, both 
hand-written and typewritten letters to 
be on only one side of each sheet. The 
Times doubtless will not be able to pub- 
lish all the letters sent, but from them 
it is confident that’ messages of value 
and encouragement for Christian parents 
can be selected. 

In the meantime, and always, let us 
remember the blessed promise that Paul 
gave by inspiration not only to the 
Philippian jailer but to all others: “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 
16:31). It is a wonderful and reassuring 
fact that, from Genesis to Revelation, the 
Bible gives repeated assurances that 
every true believer has the right, from 
God’s Word, to claim with full confi- 
dence the salvation of every member of 
his or her family. 

Noah brought his whole family into 
the ark of salvation. 

Every family of Israel, the night when 
God passed through the land of Egypt 
to bring the judgment of death upon 
those who were rejecting him, was saved 
by seeing to it that the whole family 
was “under the blood,” as the passover 
lamb was slain and the blood was struck 
on the two sideposts and upper door post 
of the house, looking forward to the 
sacrificial and saving death of “the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world” 
(Rev. 13:8). 

When Jericho fell under the judg- 
ment of God and its people were de- 
stroyed, Rahab, a sinner saved by faith, 
had claimed the salvation of “my father 
and my mother, and my brethren, and 
my sisters” (Josh. 2:13); and we read 
that as the Israelites “utterly destroyed 
all that was in the city, both man and 
woman, young and old, and ox, and 
sheep, and ass, with the edge of the 
sword,” nevertheless Joshua gave special 
orders to his men and they “brought out 
Rahab, and her father, and her mother, 
and her brethren, and all that she had; 
and they brought out all her kindred. ... 
And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot 
alive, and her father’s household, and all 
that she had” (Josh. 6:21-25). 

A tract that has brought blessing and 
salvation to many is entitled “Is Your 
Whole Family Saved?” It brings to- 
gether various Scriptures giving us God’s 
own assurance that we may claim the 
salvation of every member of our fami- 
lies. (It may be obtained from The 
Family Bible League, 6652 Odell Ave., 
Chicago, for 20 cents a dozen, or $1.50 a 
hundred, postpaid.) 
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Knowing the Seed to be sown in their hearts 


Soul-Winning Among the Children 
By Ethel M. Patterson 























subject of knowing the Seed that 
it is hard to choose what will go 
into short enough compass. 

“The seed is the word of God” (Luke 
8:11). Unless we know it we cannot 
teach it. Unless we know it well we 
cannot make selections from it for the 
particular soil into which we want to 
cast it. 

At the outset let us remind ourselves 
that in the study of the Word we have 
the inestimable privilege of the help and 
interpretation of the Author. The Holy 
Spirit himself will help us (2 Pet. 1:21; 
John 16:13). 

In order to become as familiar as 
possible with the Seed we are to sow: 


1. We should learn to know the Bible 
as a whole. S. D. Gordon, in his book, 
“Quiet Talks With Eager Youth,” rec- 
ommends to all Bible students what he 
calls a “broad reading” of the Book. 
By this he does not mean the ordinary 
reading of the Bible all through. This 
is what he describes as reading it just 
as you would read any other book, be- 
ginning at the beginning and reading 
rapidly, but attentively, remembering 
the things that impress themselves upon 
you as you go through. He reminds us 
that the Old Testament is “one story 
clear through.” Reading this story as 
a whole is the first part of the “broad 
reading” recommended. 


T sini is so much to be said on the 


The Story Becoming a Part of You 


The second part is fitting parts to- 
gether. The prophecies and poetry 
“srew up in the story” but have been 
“taken out and put by themselves to 
make a better arrangement of the 
whole.” Mr. Gordon advises fitting them 
together into the places where they be- 
long, because in this way “you are ab- 
sorbing the story of the Bible. It’s be- 
coming a part of you.” 

Much the same plan is to be followed 
in reading the New Testament. The four 
Gospels and Acts give the story. The 
Epistles are written by men who appear 
in this story, and are fascinating fur- 
ther revelations of them, as well as hav- 
ing messages for others. Paul’s Epis- 
tles may easily be placed just where they 
belong in the story of those early days. 
This plan of reading is of great value 
even to those who have been Bible 
students for years. 


2. We must, in the interest of our effi- 
ciency in child evangelism, most particu- 
larly study the life of the Lord Jesus. 
We must learn to know it as a connected 
story, event after event in actual order. 
Above all other Scripture this is needed 
for our special work. As we study we 
must keep in mind the needs of the 
child mind, continually asking ourselves 
where this and that part of the story 
will be most helpful for our evangelistic 
purpose. Write down the truths you 


In her first two articles on Child 
Evangelism, Mrs. Patterson has 
shown that, in order to be the best 
possible instruments in the Master’s 
hands, we must know the Soil, that 
is, the hearts and minds of the chil- 
dren; and the Seasons, or the best 
times at which to present certain 
truths. In this third and concluding 
article of her valuable series, she 
writes of the vital importance of 
knowing the Seed, which is the 
Word of God. Out of some thirty 
years’ experience in _ children’s 
work, Mrs. Patterson gives lists of 
stories and subjects, and a number 
of Bible passages which she has 
found may be presented to chil- 
dren at different ages. 








need to emphasize for the different ages, 
and under these headings note the parts 
of the Gospel stories that will bring out 
these teachings. 


3. The worker among children must 
familiarize himself with the Seed until 
he knows just where to go to find the 
selection that is needed for the particu- 
lar soil he is to sow. “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is prof- 
itable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness: 
that the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good 
works” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). Note that 
here we have different things suggested 
for which to use the inspired Word. In 
1 Corinthians 3:2, Paul speaks of hav- 
ing fed some of them with “milk” and 
not with “meat,” having evidently se- 
lected teachings that he believed would 
meet their case. We shall not do our 
best for God by teaching indiscrimin- 
ately. The Lord Jesus always suited his 
teaching to the minds he desired to 
reach. 


Learning to Tell the Story Well 


4. For the purposes of child evangel- 
ism we must give long study to the 
stories of the Bible. 

The child mind at any age is most 
easily reached by teaching in story form. 
Because the mind of a child grasps the 
concrete far more readily than the ab- 
stract, it is much better to teach the 
truth we want to impress in story form 
than by moralizing or dogmatizing. This 
is not as difficult for our purpose as 
some think it will be, because a careful 
review of the Bible reveals it to be 
largely in story form. The Old Testa- 
ment is rich in most beautiful stories. 
The Gospels are long stories made up 
largely of shorter ones. The teaching 
of the Lord Jesus is full of stories. Acts 
is another story book. 

The Lord Jesus himself often employed 
the story method in teaching. When 
he wanted so to impress a truth that it 
would never be forgotten, “He spake 


a parable.” When he wanted his hearers 
to remember the truth that God loves 
and seeks the lost, he spoke three stories 
with the same teaching in each: The 
story of the Lost Sheep, the story of 
the Lost Coin, the story of the Lost Son. 

The child evangelist must learn the 
Bible stories; he must also learn te tell 
them. How? 


(1) By getting an absolute familiarity 
with the Bible text. 

(2) By practicing telling the stories 
simply and sincerely. 


There are always children willing to 
let you practice story-telling on them. 
They are the best of critics, too. If you do 
not tell your story well they will soon 
let you know. If you change any detail 
between two tellings they will check 
you up. 


Story Method in Evangelistic Work 


Learn to tell the story of the Lord 
Jesus until the love shown in it posi- 
tively constrains your young hearers to 
surrender their lives to God as an ex- 
pression of their gratitude for the sac- 
rifice of Christ. 

We may use the story method in our 
evangelistic work by: 


(1) Telling one story and making very 
evident the truth we are trying to im- 
press. This is the best method for the 
younger children. 


(2) Preparing a somewhat more for- 
mal talk and using story illustrations to 
press home the truth we want to teach. 


The simplest plan for a story has been 
given many times in differing words, but 
with these same general principles: 


A beginning that arouses instant inter- 
est. 

An orderly arrangement of events. 

A climax developed. 

An ending that satisfies. 


The necessity for familiarity with the 
material is clearly to be seen. It must 
be well enough known to you for you 
to be able to select the point that will 
awaken interest in the first words 
spoken; to arrange the details so that 
there will be no need to confuse mat- 
ters by going back to pick up something 
forgotten; to work up to the most im- 
portant thing in the story; and then end 
it so that there is no uncertainty or 
questioning left. 

In telling a story for the purpose of 
evangelistic appeal the climax will be 
the part that makes the appeal to the 
mind, and the ending may be the sug- 
gestion of personal decision. 

Here are a few specific suggestions as 
to the seed for the soils of the different 
ages: 

Early Childhood 


The Creation Story 

The Beautiful Garden God Made 

God’s Care for Birds and Flowers and 
Animals 








oon * 


The Lord Jesus, the Loving Saviour 

The Baby Jesus 

Christ Blessing Little Children 

The Lord Jesus Telling People to Talk to 
God as to a Father 

The Lost Sheep — Showing the Love of the 
Shepherd 

God’s Care for Baby Moses 

Elijah’s Answered Prayer for Rain 

Middle Childhood 


The Story of the Cross 
The Resurrection Story 
The Stories Christ Told 
The Children’s Hosannas 
The Little Lad Who Helped the Lord Jesus 
by Giving His Lunch 
The Nobleman’s Son 
The Raising of Jairus’ Daughter 
The Lord Jesus Calling His Helpers 
Later Helpers, Paul, Timothy 
Samuel Serving God 
Later Childhood 


The Lord Jesus as a Boy 
Christ Misunderstood 

Christ Cleansing the Temple 
Christ Healing 

Christ on Trial 

Christ Denied and Betrayed 
Christ on Calvary 

Christ Living Again 

Christ and the Great Commission 
Daniel 

Joseph 

Esther 


Chosen portions for memorizing, each 
verse being carefully explained and 
taught in the order given: Romans 5:12; 
3:23; 6:23; John 3:16; 1 John 4:14; 1:7; 
Galatians 2:20; Mark 10:13-16; John 1: 
12; 3:3, 14-16, 36; 5:24; 15: 12-14; Matthew 
6:24; Romans 10:9, 10, 13; Isaiah’ 53; 
Psalms 23, 95, 100, 101. 

What we have been detailing and 
studying is an all-around program of 
child evangelism. A pastor or settled 
worker can see to it that it is being 
carried out continually in the fields that 
he has in charge. A traveling evan- 
gelist cannot, of course, do the same 
amount of careful preparatory work 
among the children he desires to lead to 
Christ. He will, however, find that an 
acquaintance with the whole subject 
will be invaluable to him as he goes 
from place to place. He must be quick 
in deciding the mental ability of his 
groups of child hearers, and he must be 
thoroughly familiar with the Seed of 
the Word that he may be ready to speak 
quickly under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit what will most readily bear fruit 
in the soil he is to sow. We have the 
promise that the Holy Spirit will re- 
mind us of the things the Lord Jesus 
said. 

Here is a lesson in story form for the 
children’s evangelists themselves. It is 
to impress a truth we must never for- 
get. 

When England’s great, good queen, 
Victoria, paid a visit to any of the cities 
of her realm everything possible was 
done to honor her. It is said that she 
had once been visiting one of these 
cities where the people had spared no 
trouble or expense in order to entertain 
her as splendidly as possible. They had 
beautiful decorations, eloquent speech- 
making, wonderful music, everything 
they could plan to make her welcome 
and show their love for her. At one 
place on the street a large stand was 
built, and on it a great company of 
children was assembled to sing for her. 
The day was one to be long remembered. 

Late that night after all the excite- 
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ment of the visit was over, the mayor 
of the city received a telegram from the 
queen, sent and signed by one of her 
highest officials. We do not know what 
the mayor may have expected to read 
when he knew where the telegram came 
from. Perhaps he thought it was some 
compliment about the celebration. But 
the message was a very simple one, 
straight from a motherly heart: 

“The Queen wants to know whether 
all the children got home safely.” 

After all the splendor of the celebra- 
tion that was her concern, that was the 
question she wanted answered. 

Does not this story suggest to us the 
concern of our heavenly King as he 
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speaks to those of us who have had op- 
portunity to work with the children? Is 
not that the question he will ask each of 
us some day? “The children who were 
your trust, those you met and spoke to, did 
they all get Home safely? Home to the 
Saviour? to the Father? to Heaven?” 
We are his workers. They are our trust 
and responsibility. How shall we an- 
swer him when he asks, “Did all the chil- 
dren get Home safely?” 

Let us faithfully follow our calling as 
fishers of men, in utter dependence on 
God’s Holy Spirit for guidance and 
teaching, placing ourselves at God’s dis- 
posal to use as and when he wills. 

LEMOYNE, PA. 














A Crusade to Stop Liquor Advertising 


Uniting Christian forces against a powerful and wealthy enemy 


By R. H. Martin National Tennguenube end Wedlitanen Council 














O LEAD, as far as possible, all the 

temperance organizations and forces 
of the country in a united attack upon 
the enemy’s lines is the strategy back of 
the action of The National Temperance 
and Prohibition Council at its last an- 
nual meeting in Washington, D. C., in 
making the one project for united action 
for the coming year the suppressing of 
liquor advertising over the radio, in 
newspapers, magazines, and by other 
means. 

In an undertaking of this magnitude 
little can be accomplished by isolated 
efforts. Concerted effort on the part 
of at least the major portion of the 
temperance forces of the country is 
essential to success. For this reason 
The National Temperance and Prohibi- 
tion Council seemed to be the logical 
organization to initiate and carry for- 
ward this crusade against liquor adver- 
tising. It is composed of 27 organiza- 
tions, 24 of which are national and 3 
state organizations. Among the former 
are the W. C. T. U., Anti-Saloon League, 
International Society of Christian En- 
deavor, the Temperance and Social Serv- 
ice Departments of the Methodist Epis- 


“copal Churck, North and South; Baptist 


Church, North and South; Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A.; and of some seven or 
eight other denominations. 

The Council’s Committee in charge of 
the crusade is as follows: Dr. R. H. 
Martin, President, The National Reform 
Association, 209 Ninth Street, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., Chairman; Dr. Ida B. Wise Smith 
and Dr. Izora Scott, President and Legis- 
lative Director respectively of the Na- 
tional W. C. T. U.; Dr. Edward B. Dun- 
ford, Legal Counsel, Anti-Saloon League 
of America; Charles R. Jones, Executive 
Secretary of American Business Men’s 
Research Foundation; and Dr. D. Stewart 
Patterson, Promotion Secretary of the 
Board of Temperance, Prohibition, and 
Public Morals of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

Protesting to the owners and managers 
of radio stations, to the editors and pub- 
lishers of newspapers and magazines 


advertising intoxicating. liquors, and 
laboring for the enactment of legislation 
to stop liquor advertising are the lines 
along which the Council will direct its 
efforts. 

To secure the enactment of this pro- 
posed legislation all favoring it are 
asked to sign petitions addressed to Con- 
gress requesting its passage. The Com- 
mittee recommends the following form 
of petition: 


To THE MEMBERS OF THE SENATE 

AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

We, the undersigned citizens of 

, of the County of , of the 
State of ——————, do respectfully 
petition you to help promote the general 
welfare of the people of the United States 
by securing the passage of legislation 
which will stop, so far as is possible by 
Federal law, the great advertising cam- 
paign for the sale of alcoholic beverages 
now going on by press and radio. 

The States cannot adequately regulate 
or prohibit the advertising of liquor so 
long as Congress permits such advertis- 
ing through the medium of interstate 
commerce. Therefore, we most earnestly 
urge your assistance in securing this pro- 
posed legislation in order that state regu- 
lations and laws upon the subject may 
thereby be made more adequate and ef- 
fective and that radio advertising of alco- 
holic beverages may be stopped entirely. 


MIE cig te rareca ees MINE 5s sexeca es 


As the petition is drawn, it will be 
good for the next Congress, for these 
bills or others introduced into the next 
Congress embodying the same principle. 
Note, when the petitions are signed they 
are to be sent, not to your representatives 
in Congress, but to the Legislative Com- 
mittee of the National Temperance and 
Prohibition Council, 131 B. Street, S. E., 
Washington, D. C. 

For reaching Congressmen direct the 
committee recommends personal letters. 
Form letters have little value. Personal 
letters addressed to the Senators from 
your state and to your Representative 
in the Lower House will have great 
weight. The important thing in these 
letters is to say that you are against 
the advertising of liquors and want them 
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to use their influence and vote to have 
Congress enact legislation to stop it. 

To arouse public sentiment against 
liquor advertising and bring it to bear 
upon those responsible for its advertis- 
ing over the radio, in newspapers, and 
the like, is the purpose of the crusade. 
Protest can be made by letter, postal 
card, telephone, or by a representative 
committee waiting in person upon the 
offending advertisers. Already there is 
a widespread and strong opposition to 
liquor advertising. Our task is chiefly 
to bring this opposition to bear upon 
those responsible for it. 

Here is a project on which all the tem- 
perance forces of the country can unite. 

Since repeal the brewers and distillers 
seem to think they have a mandate from 
the American people to use every means 
within their power to induce the people 
—women and growing boys and girls 
as well as men—to drink their poison- 
ous habit-forming liquors. Not satis- 
fied to meet the demand for their prod- 
ucts, they have set themselves to develop 
and stimulate that demand by an adver- 
tising campaign which, in magnitude, 
subtlety, and attractiveness, is without 
parallel in American history. Editor 
and Publisher estimates that in the four 
years since repeal liquor concerns have 
spent $75,000,000 in promoting the sale 
of hard liquors and beer in newspapers 
alone, not including magazine and radio 
advertising, billboards, and other forms 
of publicity. A liquor authority names 
$23,000,000 as the sum spent in 1937 in 
newspaper advertising alone. 

More objectionable than its magnitude 
is the alluring and deceptive character 
of this advertising. Omitting all refer- 
ence to the fact that these beverages are 
poisonous, these advertisements are so 
skillfully drawn and so attractively pre- 
sented as to lead the unsuspecting to 
believe they are altogether wholesome 
and contribute only to the joy of life. 
As a result, each year since repeal there 
has been a large increase in the use of 
intoxicating liquors and along with this 
a corresponding increase in the human 
wreckage that inevitably results from its 
use. Stopping this advertising of liquors 
would be a body blow to the liquor 
traffic. 

For further information address the 
writer of this article, R. H. Martin, Presi- 
dent, National Temperance and Prohi- 
bition Council, 209 Ninth Street, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 








Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















The More Abundant Life 


KNOW just enough about the subject 

of economics -to realize that I know 
nothing at all. That might be a con- 
siderable stride in the direction of posi- 
tive knowledge save that I make so 
little effort to advance beyond that state. 
A neat page of statistics I always feel 
like handling with reverent awe; it rep- 
resents such a store of, to me, unattain- 
able information, facts that lie com- 
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pletely outside the range of my feeble 
intelligence. 

I recall having quite an extended con- 
versation once with our present secre- 
tary of agriculture before he became a 
national figure. Somewhere I had said 
in print that I believed an agricultural 
people to be happier and nearer to God’s 
thought for man than an industrial people. 
I can hear his voice now with emphasis 
on the first word, “Why do you want a 
lot more people living on farms?” The 
Grand Coulee project and a number of 
similar inconsistencies born since then 
were not yet even conceived. I came 
away from the interview carrying a 
pamphlet all filled with nice, convincing 
statistics calculated to prove to me that 
the land could sustain not many more 
farmers, and as I looked at it I felt a 
good deal like a monkey with a looking 
glass. You have seen one handling a 
mirror, turning it over and over with 
that wise, complacent look. I had 
grasped the simple fact that there are 
more people on the earth today than 
there were when God bade Adam re- 
plenish and subdue it. The secretary 
might well echo Pope’s 


“T lisp’d in numbers, for the numbers came,” 


though Pope’s were a different brand of 
numbers and much more to my taste. 


* 533 


But when politicians and demagogues 
seize upon the language of our Lord for 
their specious slogans I can sit up and 
listen with a gleam of something. akin 
to intelligence. I know that when on 
the night of his betrayal our Lord spoke 
of the life abundant his thoughts were 
very far from what is known today as 
“standards of living.” Whenever I hear 
the phrase, “the more abundant life,” 
used so glibly, and consider the sectional 
and class hatred that has been fanned 
into a dangerous conflagration by the 
growing demand for the thing that now 
goes by that name, I grieve that we seem 
utterly to have forgotten how our Lord 
severely chided one who appealed to 
him for a more equable division of 
wealth, admonishing him that life con- 
sists not in the abundance of those very 
things that the fuss is all about. It was 
not a thirty-hour week with a liberal 
wage that the Lord Jesus promised his 
men in John 16:33, but it was an abun- 
dant life with profound peace. I hold 
no brief for slavery, economic or actual, 
but I feel absolutely certain that after 
Philemon read Paul’s letter he and 
Onesimus sat down together to the 
Lord’s table, their souls united by a 
heavenly harmony such as no modern 
economist will ever succeed in foster- 
ing between master and man. 














The Flute and the Volcano 


How the curiosity of Central American 
Indians was turned to good account 


By Archer Anderson 














T IS always refreshing to see how God 

can use the little things and the big 
things to bring souls to a saving knowl- 
edge of our Lord Jesus Christ. A flute 
is a very little thing with which to win 
a soul; a volcano is a great thing. In 
this particular experience, the volcano 
needed the flute to complete its testi- 
mony to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

When the writer was a missionary in 
Central America, it was his privilege to 
serve as Dean of the Robinson Bible In- 
stitute in Panajachél, Guatemala. Across 
the beautiful lake of Atitlan is the large 
Indian town of Atitlan. At the time of 
this experience, there were four Chris- 
tians in Atitlan. They had been wit- 
nessing to the Indians of the town, and 
together with the students of the Insti- 
tute, the writer, and other missionaries, 
had attempted to gain an entrance to 
the hearts of the people of Atitlan. There 
seemed to be little response. 

On this occasion, after having taken 
students to the other towns around the 
lake in the little motor boat that bore 
the name “The Good News,” the writer 
stayed at Atitlan with two Indian stu- 
dents. On Sunday afternoon I decided 
to walk through the town and seek to 
attract the attention of the Indians by 
playing a flute as I walked. It reminded 
me of the Pied Piper of Hamelin, but 
I was looking for souls. Indians would 
look out from their huts to see what 
this strange noise might be, and the stu- 
dents would immediately speak to them 


about the Lord Jesus Christ. As we 
reached an intersection we met two In- 
dians. A student greeted the Indians in 
dialect. I did not know what he said; 
but, after quite a conversation, we told 
these men that we were to hold a service 
that night in the home of Isaias de Leon. 
They promised to come. 

To our delight, they did come; and, 
at the close of the service in which a 
very simple Gospel message was pre- 
sented, the two men professed their 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as Sav- 
iour. We prayed with them and urged 
them to come back the following Sunday 
for another service at Don Isaias’ home. 
We returned to Panajachél, delighted to 
think that finally we had an open door 
in Atitlan. 

The following Sunday was spent in 
Atitlan anxiously looking for these two 
Indians. We did not find them. When 
the time came for the evening service, 
we began it with discouraged hearts, 
for our Indians had not appeared. As 
we sang, we heard footsteps of people 
approaching the house. Soon one of 
our Indian men stood in the doorway, 
beckoning to others to enter the room, 
and some thirty or more men entered. 
His companion of the week before was 
the last one to come in. We had an- 
other Gospel service, and at its close 
some eight or ten others professed their 
faith in the Lord Jesus. We then asked 
our two Indians when they had first 
heard the Gospel. 

“Last week,” they replied, “when you 
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played that thing and we went out to 
see what it was.” 

I asked them why they had accepted 
Christ the first time they had heard the 
message. They said that for some time 
they had been talking about the gods. 
One day while sitting in their shacks 
contemplating the beautiful volcano, San 
Pedro, the one said to the other: “Do 
you think our idols made that voleano?” 

The reply was: “No. We make the 
idols, and we cannot make a volcano.” 

As they talked on, they concluded 
that somebody made the volcano, and 
that somebody must be God. 

When they were attracted by the 
sound of the flute, they were greeted 
by the Indian worker in their own dia- 
lect, and among his first words were 
these: “We have come to tell you about 
the God who made the volcano.” 

Thus we see again the truth of the 
words of Paul in Romans 1:20: “For 
the invisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and God- 
head; so that they are without excuse.” 

There is a fine Indian church in Atitlan 
today, bearing a faithful witness to the 
message of the saving grace of God. 

NARBERTH, Pa. 

we 


Encouraging Bible Study 
in the Day Schools 


By Mrs. W. F. Adams 
Secretary of the Day School Gospel League 


be E received the Gospels of John 

and are enjoying them very much. 
The questions on the chapters make the 
reading in the morning a delightful time. 
It is the first time that these children 
ever took any interest in the Scripture, 
and I hope that the Lord will bless his 
Word to them.” 

This is a sample of letters being 
received constantly by the secretary of 
the Day School Gospel League. What 
is that? You have read in the columns 
of the Times, end elsewhere of Christian 
endeavors in the way of Child Evangel- 
ism. This is one of them, working in 
the day schools mainly, though also used 
by Sunday school teachers. In public 
schools where there is an allowance of 
time for religious education, teachers are 
pleased, especially Christians among 
them, to get a simple course of Scrip- 
ture study, which meets with the ap- 
proval of the authorities, to use in this 
period. The course of study adopted 
by the D. S. G. L. seems peculiarly suit- 
able for public schools. Some salient 
features are : (1) simplicity; (2) contin- 
uity, — the Gospel of John first; the New 
Testament next; the Old Testament fol- 
lowing; booklets with questions fur- 
nished with each volume to each pupil, 
one question for each chapter, answered 
by a verse, which the scholar has to 
read the chapter through to find; (3) 
school buildings, and teachers, and the 
time furnished ready to hand. 

And the results? The teachers are 
thankful. The following are samples of 
letters received along this line: 

“No one can estimate the value of this 


work to the children, but to me it means 
practically the solving of the discipline 
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problem, and a beautiful class spirit in our 
room.” 


“I cannot express to you what the New 
Testaments have meant to my pupils this 
year. We are a small school in a bush 
country, the children do not know what 
church and Sunday school are. We read 
a chapter every morning, when _ school 
opens, and one every afternoon when school 
closes.” 


“Thanks for the Gospels. I gave them 
out to each pupil one morning. Their faces 
gleamed with delight. Since then they have 
read a chapter each day. I cannot begin 
to tell you how much good they have done 
to my school alone.” 

And the children, what do they think 
of it, whole classes of twenty, thirty, or 
forty, each with their own little book? 
Teachers say about this: 

“Many thanks for the Testaments. The 
children are delighted with them. One 
would think that they had struck a gold 
mine, and no doubt they have something 
worth more.” 


“Thank you so much for our Testaments. 
I gave them out on Thursday to the great 
delight of the children. My only regret is 
that I did not start six years ago with my 
first class.” 


“The children are delighted with their 
little books, and may be seen reading them 
after finishing their work. They cannot just 
wait for their class reading.” 

Many children study the chapters at 
home and often introduce the Scrip- 
tures to their parents. The work spreads 
out from Ontario over Canada and also 
into the United States, but let me say 
to you, dear friends of these little ones, 
we are only touching the fringe of the 
harvest field of young souls whom Satan 
is so anxious to snatch from being jewels 
in the Crown of the Saviour King. 

There are many single or lone mem- 
bers who keep up correspondence with 
the Lone Member Secretary. The work 
is supported by freewill offerings of 
God’s people, everything is economically 
administered, and accounts are audited 
by a Christian business man. Let each 
parent ask himself or herself, Under 
what influence do I desire my children 
to come, in these impressionable years 
of their lives? The wisdom of God de- 
clares: “Train up a child in the way 
he should go” (Prov. 22:6); “That our 
sons may be as plants grown up in their 
youth; that our daughters may be as cor- 
ner stones, polished after the similitude 
of a palace” (Psa. 144:12). The writer 
will gladly send information in answer 
to requests addressed to her at the Day 
School Gospel League, 53 Millwood 
Road, Toronto, Can. 


Saved—by Doing Nothing 
By Baines Rosborough 


WICE I have faced death by drown- 
ing. And each time I was saved — 
by doing nothing! 

The first time was long before I 
learned to swim. The school bully seized 
me and slung me far out into water 
nine feet deep. Fortunately, my seat- 
mate was only a few yards away, and 
he sprang into the water, calling to the 
big bully to do the same. By the time 
they reached me I had become semicon- 
scious, floating contentedly in a sea of 
light, with my life’s history speeding 
before my eyes like an endless train 
of cars. 
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The moment they touched me, how- 
ever, all my fright and fierce desire to 
live surged back; and my impulse was 
to seize and “climb” my rescuers with 
all my strength. But quickly my reason 
supervened, and instantly I stretched my 
arms out, straight and stiff, on either 
side. Each rescuer placed one of my 
wrists across his neck, and thus they 
easily swam with me to safety. 

The second time, years after, I was 
alone. I planned to enjoy swimming 
down the swollen current of a Texas 
river which was “on a big rise,” at a 
place where it surged into a deep, long 
pool. I set as my objective a lone snag, 
downstream some distance, where I 
could pause and rest before swimming 
to the bank. 

But part of my course was through the 
branches of a great tree that had re- 
cently fallen into the river, across the 
main current; and in my carefulness 
against becoming entangled in the 
branches I not only used extra strength, 
but, before I knew it, I had passed the 
snag! 

I turned and tried to swim back to 
the snag, only a few feet away. But I 
couldn’t quite make it, against the cur- 
rent; and it wasn’t so very long until I 
“gave out” and sank beneath the muddy 
water. As my lungs began filling with 
water, my conscience took a hand. “You 
ought to be ashamed to die this way, 
no matter if you are ready and willing: 
you haven’t made a real man’s fight yet! 
Shame on you!” 

Thus challenged, and slightly rested 
by the few seconds’ respite, I swam to the 
surface and again fought to reach the 
snag. This time I battled against the cur- 
rent until I had actually exhausted my 
last ounce of strength. Then, with my 
conscience clear, I gave up and sank, 
feet first. 

But just before the water reached my 
mouth, my feet landed on an unsuspected 
sand bar, over which the current I had 
been fighting had now washed me, de- 
spite my struggles. Here I stood and 
greedily filled what was left of my lung 
capacity with the good air to which I 
had just bidden a “farewell forever.” 
Then, after resting until fully strong 
enough, I turned and swam with the cur- 
rent to a long log which jutted out from 
the nearer bank. 

So often through the years these two 
experiences have proved to be parables 
of my Christian life. It is so hard to 
do nothing and let God do it all! We 
feel that we must do at least a part of 
the saving, when really our efforts only 
hamper or hinder the Lord! 

And how often we set our own ob- 
jectives; and then when God would 
carry us beyond these to something bet- 
ter, we obstinately fight against the cur- 
rent of his will! And sometimes only 
absolute bankruptcy — economic, physi- 
cal, or spiritual— can induce us to give 
up and sink down on the unseen sand 
bar that his loving providence has had 
there for us alli the time! 

Oh, for grace to “let go, and let Ged !” 

BELTON, TEx. 

+ 4 


Faith makes all things possible, but 
love makes all things easy.—Evan Hop- 
kins. 
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CHARACTER 


International Uniform Lesson.—Proverbs 4: 10-23; 1 Thessalonians 5 : 6-8 
Golden Text.—Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.—Prov. 20: 1 


LESSON 7. AUGUST 14. THE RELATION OF TEMPERANCE TO 


(A Personal Aspect of Temperance) 











Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Proy. 4:10 Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and the 


years of thy life shall be many. 


11 I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee 


in right paths. 


12 When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and 
when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. 
13 Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; 


for she is thy life. 


14 Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the 


way of evil men. 


15 Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. 





AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
Prov. 4:10 Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; 


And the years of thy life shall be many. 


11 I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; 
I have led thee in paths of uprightness. 

12 When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; 
And if thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. 

13 Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go; 
Keep her; for she is thy life. 


14 Enter not into the path of the wicked, 


And walk not in the way of evil men. 


15 Avoid it, pass not by it; 


Turn from it, and pass on. 


16 For they sleep not, except they have done mischief; and 16 For they sleep not, except they do evil; 


their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall. 
17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine 


of violence. 


18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 


more and more unto the perfect day. 


19 The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at 


what they stumble. 


20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my 


Sayings. 


21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; 


midst of thine heart. 


22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to 


all their flesh. 


23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the 


issues of life. 


1 Thess. 5:6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let 


us watch and be sober. 


7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; 


drunken are drunken in the night. 


8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love; and for a helmet, the hope of 


salvation. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


ROVERBS has been called “The 
Pp Young Man’s Book.” It abounds in 

wholesome instruction, which, if 
implicitly followed, will insure a life of 
happiness and rectitude. It was not writ- 
ten to show the way of salvation, nor 
does it deal with prophecy or great 
spiritual doctrines. It is as truly ap- 
plicable for this age of grace as for 
that of law, which preceded it. 

The first epistle to the Thessalonians, 
in which we find the second part of our 
lesson, is occupied pre-eminently with 
the blessed hope of the Lord’s return, 
and, in the selected verses, sets before 
us the importance of daily living in view 
of that great event. 

In considering a temperance lesson we 
need ever to keep in mind the fact that 
our eternal salvation is not secured by 
moral and ethical behavior. “Not by 
works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 
3:5). But the one who has trusted Christ 
already is called to walk before God and 
man in uprightness and integrity of 
heart, keeping physical appetites in con- 
trol and thus, by a sober and temperate 
life, manifesting the reality of his Chris- 


And their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall. 
17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, 


And drink the wine of violence. 


18 But the path of the righteous is as the dawning light, 
That shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 
19 The way of the wicked is as darkness: 
They know not at what they stumble. 
20 My son, attend to my words; 
Incline thine ear unto my sayings. 


21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; 


keep them in the 


Keep them in the midst of thy heart. 


22 For they are life unto those that find them, 


And health to all their flesh. 


23 Keep thy heart 1with all diligence; 


For out of it are the issues of life. 


1 Thess. 5:6 So then let us not sleep, as do the rest, but let 


and they that be 


us watch and be sober. 7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; 
and they that are drunken are drunken in the night. 8 But let 
us, since we are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate 
of faith and love; and for a helmet, the hope of salvation. 

1Or, above all that thou guardest. 
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tian profession. For those not yet born 
again, temperate habits are not to be ig- 
nored, for they will mean much in the 
formation of character and the develop- 
ment of a strong, healthy body. But they 
should never be stressed in such a way 
as to overlook the prime necessity of 
the new birth (John 3:6, 7). 


The Historical Setting 


The Book of Proverbs was written by 
King Solomon, but at what time during 
his forty years’ reign in the tenth cen- 
tury B. C. cannot be determined with 
exactness. First Thessalonians was the 
earliest of Paul’s inspired letters, and 
was written from Corinth, about A. D. 54, 
very shortly after leaving Thessalonica, 
where there had been a remarkable 
work of grace, resulting in the establish- 
ment of an energetic church of ardent 
believers. 


Verse by Verse 


Proverbs 4:10.—“‘Hear, O my son, and 
receive my sayings.” God speaks to us 
who are saved, as a Father addressing 
his children. Here Solomon, by divine 
inspiration, sets before his son the prin- 
ciples which, if adhered to, will result 
in a long life, lived to the glory of God. 

Verse 11—“The way of wisdom... 
right paths.” The way of wisdom is the 
path of obedience to the revealed will of 
God. We, in our ignorance, may think 
ourselves wiser than he and so may re- 
fuse his instruction and walk after our 


carnal desires, but if we do, we will have 
to learn in bitterness of soul the folly 
of turning away from a life of rectitude 
and sobriety. 


Verse 12.—“‘Thy steps shall not be 
straitened.” Men decry the consistent, 
temperate life as narrow and constricted. 
But it is far otherwise. There is a 
breadth in goodness and a liberty in 
righteousness that the ungolly know 
nothing of. 


Verse 13.—“Take fast hold of instruc- 
tion.” Timothy is told to “lay hold-.on 
eternal life,” or, literally, on “that which 
is really life’ (1 Tim. 6:12). The way 
of obedience leads to life at its best. 


Verse 14.—“Go not in the way of evil 
men.” Elsewhere we read that “evil 
communications corrupt good manners” 
(1 Cor. 15:33). We are all greatly in- 
fluenced by our intimate companions. If 
you would be kept from evil habits, 
shun wicked and dissolute associates. 


Verse 15.—“Avoid it, pass not by it, 
turn from it, and pass away.” Let there 
be no temporizing with the unclean or 
the unholy. As soon as the sinful char- 
acter of a thing is evident, shun it as you 
would the plague. 


Verse 16.—‘They sleep not, except they 
have done mischief.” Evil men delight 
in leading the comparatively innocent 
into what is vile and abominable. 

Verse 17.—“‘The bread of wickedness 

the wine of violence.” The very food 
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and drink of the ungodly is found in 
tempting others to sin. Contrast our 
blessed Lord, whose meat was to do the 
will of the Father, and who in seeking 
to save a poor sinner found meat to eat 
that others knew not of (John 4:32). 

Verse 18.—“The path of the just.” In 
contrast to the dark and devious ways 
of the wicked, the path of the righteous 
is one of light and blessing, becoming 
brighter and better as the years go on. 

Verse 19.—“The way of the wicked.” 
In the very nature of things a life of 
wickedness brings misery and disaster, 
even in this world, and how much more 
in that which is to come! What pitiable 
wrecks sin and intemperance make of 
men and women! There could be no 
better sermon on the importance of tem- 
perance than a visit to one of the wards 
of a public hospital where the wretched 
victims of lust and alcohol are spending 
their last days in agony of body and 
mind. 

Verse 20.—“Attend to my words.” 
Again the father’s challenge comes to his 
son, to give heed to the admonitions 
which, if obeyed, will mean so much 
for all the years to come, but if flouted 
will mean such bitter reaping. 

Verse 21.—“Keep them in the midst of 
thine heart.” The heart is the seat of 
the emotional nature and the spring of 
our affections. If God’s Word is hidden 
in the heart, it will control the entire 
life. 


Verse 22.—“Life .. . and health.” Both 
from a physical and a spiritual stand- 
point, life and health are found as the 
heart is yielded to God and his will be- 
comes ours. Death and disease are ever 
stalking the careless and unwary. 

Verse 23.—“The issues of life.” The 
figure is a striking one. It shows a 
knowledge of the circulation of the blood 
by the Biblical writer millenniums be- 
fore Harvey. And just as the issues of 
physical life flow constantly from the 
physical organ, the heart, so our moral 
and spiritual natures are dominated by 
the attitude of the heart, viewed as the 
seat of all our affections and emotions. 


1 Thessalonians 5:6.—“Let us watch 
and be scber.” The Christian can never 
afford to relax his vigilance. He is in 
an enemy’s land. Many are the foes 
seeking his destruction. He must ever 
be on the alert, lest in a careless mo- 
ment he be overcome of evil. 


Verse 7.—“‘They that be drunken are 
drunken in the night.” The hour of 
darkness is the hour of Satan’s power. 


Verse 8—“Us, who are of the day.” 
For believers in Christ the night of sin 
is over, the light of day has come. We 
are enlisted in the army of the Lord 
and called to combat sin and iniquity. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


How marked is the difference between 
the way of the wicked and the path of 
the just! That of the latter leads ever 
onward and upward to that city which 
is enlightened by the glory of God, and 
from whose gates streams that glory 
which shines brighter and brighter unto 
the perfect day. Death is but the en- 
trance of the saint into the presence of 
the Lord and the beginning of a richer, 
fuller life, “far better” (Phil. 1:23) than 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


7. August i4.—The Relation of Temper- 
ance to Character (A personal as- 
pect of temperance). Proverbs 4:10- 
23; 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8 
8. August 21.— Hannah: Godly Mother- 
EE ee 1 Samuel 1:1 to 2:10 


9. August 28.—Eli: Responsibility for 
ee ee 1 Samuel 2:12 to 4:18 

10. September 4.—Samuel: Spiritual Re- 
| re een Pe 1 Samuel 7:1-17 


11. September 11.—Saul: Moral Failure. 
1 Samuel 10:17-25; 15:10-23; 28:3-25; 


31:1-10 
12. Septe:uber 18.—Jonathan: Courage- 
ous Friendship. 1 Samuel 14:1-46; 
18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42; 23:15-18; 
2 Samuel 1:17-27 
13. September 25—David: Triurnphant 
PERE 6.5 s)-surawousteans Psalms 23 and 27 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October %.—The One ‘True _ God. 


Exodus 20:2, 3; Isaiah 45:22; Mark 
12:28-34; 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 
2. October 9.—Spiritual Worship. 
Exodus 20:4-6; 32:1-8; John 4:19-24 








anything known on earth. But how ter- 
rible the contrast when we consider the 
way of the lawless. Bemt on enjoying 
the present moment, seeking ever some 
new thrill, they cast all caution to the 
winds and run in the path of iniquity. 


Lesson Outlines 
THE HEART FOR CHRIST 
“Keep thy heart” (Prov. 4:23) 
Believe in thine heart (Rom. 10:9) 
Give God the heart (Prov. 23:26) 


Hide the Word in the heart (Psa. 119: 
11) 


Sanctify the Lord in the heart (1 Pet. 
3:15) i 

Christ dwelling in the heart (Eph. 3: 
17) 

Making melody in the heart (Eph. 5: 
19) 


TEMPERANCE — SELF-CONTROL 
Called to temperance (Acts 24:25) 


Temperance produced by the Spirit 
(Gal. 5:23) 


Cultivate temperance (2 Pet. 1:6) 

Servants of God to be characterized by 
temperance (Titus 1:8) 

Temperarce required to be at one’s 
best (1 Cor. 9:25) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Blessings of Temperance. There is 
always danger in going to extremes. 
Hence the importance of temperate liv- 
ing, or godly self-control. “All things,” 
says the apostle, “are lawful unto me... 
but I will not be brought under the 
power of any” (1 Cor. 6:12). The con- 
sistent Christian will not allow any ap- 
petite, however natural or lawful if 
rightly used, to dominate his life. 

Our Increasing Drink Bill. The amount 
our nation is spending for liquor has 
reached alarming proportions. Filthy 
taverns are increasing in numbers, and 
the deaths and injuries because of 
drunken motorists are appalling. There 
is not one good thing that can be said 
for the drink traffic. Christians should 
stand as a unit against this evil thing. 


Youthful Intemperance. It is pitiable 
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to see the many mere boys and girls who 
throng the taverns in our large cities. 
Drunken young women, in or scarcely 
out of their teens, are no longer uncom- 
mon sights. What will the harvest be 
with this reckless sowing of wild oats 
on the part of the young? 


Practical and Personal Applications 


No one has ever been able to sin and 
get away with it. Why shculd you or I 
attempt it? 


Is it not strange that anyone would 
cultivate deliberately habits that are 
certain to wreck his life and unfit him 
for the society of decent people? 


If you are a Christian, have you pre- 
sented your body, with all its normal 
appetites, unto God, to be controlled and 
directed by him? 


If already enslaved to evil habits, why 
not go at once to the great Deliverer 
and prove his power to save from all 
your sins? 


Did you ever know of anyone who was 
sorry in old age that he had not been 
intemperate in youth? Have you not 
known many of whom the very opposite 
is true; who regret in age the follies of 
early days? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


To temporize with sin of any kind is 
a serious mistake and will lead inevit- 
ably to a moral breakdown. 


The habit of abstinence can be culti- 
vated as truly as the habit of indul- 
gence, until it becomes second nature 
to refuse what is harmful and cleave 
to what is good. 


Harvey’s great discovery, the circula- , 


tion of the blood, which revolutionized 
medical thought, is calmly taken for 
granted in Proverbs 4:23, and used to 
illustrate a great spiritual truth. 


The blessed hope of soon beholding the 
Saviour is designed to have a purifying 
effect upon.our hearts and lives. 


No one ever lost anything by a well- 
ordered, temperate life, but untold 
myriads have been ruined by indulgence 
in strong drink, gluttonous habit, and 
voluptuousness, 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
AT is the outstanding characteristic 
of the Book of Proverbs? 

2. What is the way of wisdom? (v. 11.) 

3. Which is the truest liberty: to obey 
God or to yield to sin’s seduction? 

4. What should be our attitude toward 
evil and lawless men? ‘ 

5. What can you say of the path of the 
just? 

6. What promise have we in this lesson 
for those who keep God’s ways in their 
hearts? 

7. How does Proverbs 4:23 link with mod- 
ern science? 

8. When did Paul write First Thessalo- 
nians, and what is its central theme? 

9. What effect should the blessed hope of 
the Lord’s return have upon our lives? 

10. As Christian soldiers, how are we to 
meet the foe?’ i 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 540 of this issue. 


= 
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Lesson for August 14 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Do You Read Labels?—Wine is a 
mocker (Golden Text). Alongside the 
curb of a city boulevard, where busses 
from outlying districts have their stand, 
drew a bus having on its side a strange 
legend which attracted passers-by. It 
said in letters so large that even motor- 
ists could read, “This bus direct to ‘The 
Road to Ruin.’” The observer was fur- 
ther informed that this was the title of 
a film drama being shown:-in a town on 
the route. There are many direct roads 
to moral and spiritual ruin. God has 


-labeled them plainly for us. Are you 


watching for them?—From Forward. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. 


A Sermon in Rhyme—wWhosoever is 
deceived thereby is not wise (Golden 
Text). Some one in France received 
from the United States a poem, and 
sent it to the editor of the British 
Weekly. Here it is: 

One evening in October 

When I was far from sober, 

And dragging home a load with manly pride, 

My poor feet began to stutter, 

So I lay down in the gutter, 


And a pig came by and parked right by 
my side. 


Then I warbled: “It’s fair weather 
When good fellows get together.” 
When a lady passing by was heard to say: 
“You can tell a man who boozes 
By the company he chooses.” 
Then the pig got up and slowly walked 
away ! 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


A Communist’s Testimony.—For they 
eat the bread of wickedness, and drink 
the wine of violence (Prov. 4:17). A 
young man named John who joined the 
Communists, and at their instigation and 
with funds furnished him joined three 
secret organizations in order to “bore 
from within,” was arrested one day by 
the sign on the Los Angeles Bible Insti- 
tute, “Jesus Saves.” He came into my 
office and poured out his story. . 
Wednesday evening he came back, a dif- 
ferent man, telling me of his experience 
in the Fisherman’s Club on Monday eve- 
ning. “The men I used to associate with 
met in dark rooms with a watchman at 
the door. We hated God, the church, 
and society. We were out to tear down. 
We were unhappy. In the Fisherman’s 
Club I saw men who were rejoicing in 
Christ, and who knew how to smile. 
I know of Communist workers who re- 
ceived from $20 to $300 per week. I 
used to eat T-bone steaks when I worked 
for the Communists, but I would rather 
live on sandwiches, and have Jesus with 
me.” At an Institute meeting on Sun- 
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day afternoon, John gave his testimony 
that “Jesus saves.” There were Com- 
munists in the audience, and John rec- 
ognized them. With holy boldness he 
told the story of what Jesus Christ had 
done for him, and expressed his purpose 
to serve Christ wholly.—From a tract 
by Dr. Paul W. Rood. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Henry, S. Dak. 


Do You Ever Feel the Burden?—The 
way of the wicked is as darkness: they 
know not at what they stumble (v. 19). 
As an Indian evangelist was preaching, a 


flippant youth interrupted him. “You tell 


about the burden of sin. I feel none. 
How heavy is it? Eighty pounds? Ten 
pounds?” The preacher answered: “Tell 
me, if you laid four hundred pounds’ 
weight on a corpse, would it feel the 
load?” “No, because it’s dead,” replied 
the youth. The preacher said: “That 
spirit, too, is dead which feels no load 
of sin.”—From The King’s Business. Sent 
by Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 
Prize illustration. 


Was Prohibition Worse?—The way of 
the wicked is as darkness: they know not 
at what they stumble (v. 19). “A busi- 
ness man in Denver (and by the way, a 
wet) said to me five years ago, “Mr. 
Dexheimer, we must repeal the Eight- 
eenth Amendment. Prohibition is awful. 
The bootlegger is wrecking all of our 
young people.” A year later (after re- 
peal) he said to me, “This is not what 
we want. This is nearly as bad as pro- 
hibition.” Three years ago he discussed 
the matter again with me and admitted, 
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“The present, condition is as bad as that 
awful prohibition spell.” Last year the 
same man and I met and he denounced 
it as “much worse than anything we ever 
had.” Yesterday we talked at length. 
He is now supporting the League, and 
doing some work for us. His child was 
killed by a drunken driver. A brother 
has become a drunkard, and a liquor 
store has opened up next door to his 
home.—From the Issue (N. H.). Sent 
by Esther O. Buchin, Suncook, N. H. 


Night’s Driving Casualties—For they 
that sleep sleep in the night; and they 
that be drunken are drunken in the night 
(1 Thess. 5:7). We are killing now on our 
highways and streets about one hundred 
persons a day, and injuring one hundred 
every hour. In proportion to traffic 
volume the period from midnight to 6 
A. M. is the most dangerous. In this 
period occurred 17.3 per cent of all the 
accidents, although only 5.1 per cent of 
the day’s traffic was using the streets. 
There is only one thing which explains 
the high percentage of accidents from 
midnight to 6 A. M., and that is Drink. 
—From a sermon by Dr. Clarence E. 
Macartney. Sent by Mrs. Robert L. Vin- 
ing, Westernport, Md. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Drink’s Progress.—They .. . drink the 
wine of violence (Prov. 4:17). On elec- 
tion days, which are sometimes occasions 
of excitement, old John Law says to Tap 
Room, Beer Parlor, Cocktail Bar, “Shut 
up.” When there are strikes and labor 
troubles old John Law steps in and says 
to the liquor sellers, “Put up the shutters 
and lock the door.” Why? To prevent 
“violence,” which is in the “wine” even 
though so “light” it “will not hurt any- 
one” ! 

There are many things in a bottle of 
wine, ranging from sociability and fel- 
lowship to fights and death. But so far 
as Coatesville is concerned we hear only 
of the fights. (Nahum 1:10.) The gather- 
ing of the winebibbers seems to start 
with, “For he’s a jolly good fellow,” and 
then moves along with the multiplying 
drinks to, “Show me the man who hit 
Billy Patterson!” (Gal. 5:21.) That is 
to say, just give it half a chance, and 
the fruit of the vine wiil move on to 
violence and quite often to death. This 
is the hellishness of liquor. 

Many a man has gone to his execution, 
not because he was a “bad one” and a 
menace to be put out of the way, but 
one of the many poor victims who say, 
“I - did - it - when - drunk - and - 
didn’t - know - what - I - was - doing.” 
“The wine of violence!” 

Some years ago a friend returning 
from a trip through the Holy Land told 
me his dragoman (“guide,” to you) gave 
him this story: “When an Oriental plants 
a grapevine he puts in the trench the 
blood of a monkey, the blood of a pea- 
cock, the blood of a lion, and the blood 
of a hog.” “Why?” I asked. The drago- 
man replied, “When a man begins his 
wine drinking he tries to be funny, with 
more he takes on pride, with still more 
he becomes violent, and in the final 
dissipation he lands in the gutter.” This 
fanciful story sizes up the situation. 


Toby Veck.—Keep thy heart with all 
diligence; for out of it are the issues of 
life (v. 23). Upon one of the walls of 
my library are some thirteen lovely 
prints in colors, showing thirteen of 
Dickens’ most famous characters. These 
fine prints, masterpieces of the lithog- 
rapher’s art, were sent to me from Eng- 
land, where they were used as full-page 
advertisements in the Illustrated London 
News. 

I call these people Sam Weller, Mr. 
Pickwick, Dolly Varden, Captain Cuttle, 
Wilkins McCawber, Toby Veck, and so 
forth, the friends of my youth. One of 
my favorites among this baker’s dozen 
is Toby Veck from Dickens’ fine Christ- 
mas story “The Chimes.” Toby, you may 
remember, was a porter. As he used 
to jump and dance about to keep him- 
self warm as he waited for a job, he 
made friends with the chimes in the 
neighboring tower. He fancied the 
chimes kept saying to him every quar- 
ter and half hour, 

“Toby Veck, T-0-0-0-by Veck, keep-a- 
good-heart, To-o0-0-o0-by !” (Try this on 
the next chimes you hear, singing it 
along in cadence with the bells.) 

If you remember the story, Toby did 
keep a good heart, and in spite of cold 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


did not need any alcohol to make him 
comfortable or give him a “bracer.” Al- 
though one of London’s humblest people, 
Toby’s life was most happy, because his 
heart was happy. As Toby “thinketh in 
his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7). 

I think I have in times past mentioned 
my old Christian railroader friend 
George Rost. He was a freight con- 
ductor. When in a religious meeting he 
was very earnest and apt to get loud 
and noisy. One evening in such a meet- 
ing where he had been urging his fellow 
railroaders “to get religion,” in his usual 
voiceful style he cried this: 

“Folks sometimes say old George Rost 
is crazy the way he carries on when he 
is trying to get men up to the mourners’ 
bench. But I thank God men only go 
crazy in their heads and not in their 
hearts. My religion is in my heart. My 
life is secure, but a lot of you fellows 
with your drinking and all that goes 
with drunkenness are headed for the 
Devil. Your money goes to the saloon 
keepers and not to your families. And to 
save you is something to be noisy about, 
isn’t it?” 

Our Adversary Needs Watching !— 
Watch and be sober (1 Thess. 5:6). Re- 
ferring to the preceding paragraph — 
those were the days when almost every 
freight train had a bottle of liquor on 
board — and accidents were many. 

Sober means “habitually temperate.” 
It also means “steady,” “calm,” “sedate.” 
I was with a young mother who was 
trying to get the baby to smile at me, 
“Laugh a ’ittle for oo momma, ole sober- 
sides !” 

When a man applies for a job at the 
mill the employer asks, “Are you steady 
and sober?” thus taking both definitions. 

There never was a time in this coun- 
try’s history when the admonition, 
“Watch and be sober” was more of a 
warning to be well heeded. The multi- 
plication of liquor salesrooms and the 
strenuous and seductive advertisements 
in newspapers and magazines are in- 
fluences attracting our boys and girls 
with all the power of Satan. This propa- 
ganda makes it appear that it is the 
proper thing to drink. Most of the 
short stories are written to the accom- 
paniment of the tinkle of the cocktail 
shaker. 

Yet, the fact remains, if you go into 
the great bank, commercial and indus- 
trial establishments, you will find them 
manned in the important places with 
those who have learned to “watch and 
be sober.” 

The church and its Sunday school is 
a haven of safety for our boys and girls. 
As Tennyson might sing: 

Oh, well for the fisherman’s boy 

That he shouts with his sister at play; 

Oh, well for the sailor lad 

That he sings in his boat on the bay. 
And the weekly lives go on 

To their haven on Fairview hill, 
Theirs is the lead of the heavenly Hand 

And Sunday school voice never still. 

It is the country club with its cocktail 
bar, the swell hotel with its cocktail 
hour that is what our young folks have 
to “watch and be sober” about (1 Pet. 
5:8). 

In the bank where I do business, one 
of the largest in Philadelphia, the heads 
and the many employees are church and 
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Sunday school folks. The head teller 
is active in his Lutheran Church and 
the under teller, who takes my deposit, 
is a Girard College graduate, where the 
boys from almost babyhood are taught 
to “watch and be sober.” 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
How to Build the Picture 

Rich background, supposed to be in the 

throne room of Solomon, with Solomon 


on a throne of gold. Learn the Golden 
Text. 











OLOMON was one of the greatest 

kings that ever lived. He was a 
young man when God asked him what 
he wanted most, and he asked for wis- 
dom, so God granted his request, and 
gave him also riches and honor, more 
than any king. 

He built the great Temple in Jeru- 
salem, and a palace for himself. Kings 
and queens and princes came from far 
to visit him and see the wonderful things 
in Jerusalem. He collected taxes from 
many places, and had many gifts given 
him. Among the oddest things in all 
his gifts were “apes, and peacocks.” 

In our Bibles there are three books 
of which Solomon wrote at least part, 
and one of these is Proverbs. In it he 
says several things about drinking wine 
and strong drink. Our Golden Text to- 
day is one of these verses. “Wine is a 
mocker, strong drink is raging: and 
whosoever is deceived thereby is not 
wise.” 

Do you know why wine is a mocker? 
People who drink wine tell you it makes 
them happy, and yet they do awful 
things when they have been drinking. 
Sometimes they wake up in jail after 
a drinking party and find that they have 
killed somebody. That doesn’t sound 
very happy, does it? 

Then some people claim wine warms 
you up if you are very cold, but a person 
will freeze to death much more quickly 
if he is drunk, for he is no warmer, but 
all the little nerves that should tell him 
he is cold have been put to sleep. 

And some people tell me they like 
to take a little drink with others be- 
cause they want to have friends and be 
friendly. But the sad part of it is that 
your drinking friends are the kind of 
friends that get you into trouble; they 
are the wrong kind of friends. 

The drinker tells you he can think 
better after he has a drink. The truth 
is that the drink takes away his judg- 
ment, so his much talk sounds good to 
him, but very silly to those who listen 
to him. 

So you see, wine is just a cheat, pre- 
tending to do things that it cannot do, 
and Solomon says you are foolish if you 
are tricked by it. And if your body is 
the Lord’s, you have no right to let 
anything spoil it and make it unclean 
and impure. It is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit, and so it belongs to God. 
It is bought with a price. 

Will you always remember this? 

Mopesto, CALIF. 























Lesson for August 14 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “Keep thy heart .. .” 


Discussion: What is the meaning of 2 
Corinthians 10:3-5? 


Objective: A Spirit-guided life. 











AY, fellows, this whole matter of 

temperance is decided in the heart; 
that is, using the word “heart” in the 
Scripture sense. In the Bible this word 
is used synonymously with spirit, under- 
standing, will, mind. It is that eternal 
part of you that does not die, but lives 
on forever. “As he thinketh in his heart, 
so is he” (Prov. 23:7); “Howbeit he 
meaneth not so, neither doth his heart 
think so” (Isa. 10:7); “Wherefore think 
ye evil in your hearts?” (Matt. 9:4); 
“Daniel purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself with the por- 
tion of the king’s meat, nor with the 
wine which he drank...” (Dan. 1:8); 
“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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out of it are the issues of life” (Prov. 
4:23). 

The home of my friend at McDowell, 
Va., is at the foot of a mountain. Far 
up the mountainside gushes the spring 
that supplies the family with water for 
cooking, washing, bathing, and drinking. 
The spring is securely sealed in with 
concrete, and through a pipe the water 
flows from inside that reservoir direct 
to the home. You can drink the refresh- 
ing draught with confidence because you 
know it is protected at the source. 
Nothing can pollute that water before it 
reaches the spigot; but all the protecting 
concrete and pipe would be useless if 
poison should get into the spring. 

“Keep [the spring in] thy heart with 
all diligence; for out of it are the issues 
of life.” 

Why does a fellow begin strong drink, 
or smoking, or swearing, or leading an 
impure life? It is because, first of all, 
poison gets into his heart (his thinking, 
his understanding, his will) and with the 
consent of his poisoned heart he takes 
the wrong road. Listen, fellows, you do 
not commit any sin without first rehears- 
ing it in your mind and getting the 
consent of your will to it. Sometimes 
the thing is meditated a long time. At 
other times the decision is made with 
not more than a second’s consideration. 
That is often spoken of as “acting on 
impulse,” as though it might be an ex- 
cuse. Often we like to think we “were 
taken off our guard” —that we did not 
have time to think; but that is not true. 
We do have time to think; God has seen 
to that, and will see to it. “There hath 
no temptation taken you but such as 
is common to man: but God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to es- 
cape, that ye may be able to bear it” (1 
Cor. 10:13). You see there is God’s own 
word on this matter, and he never goes 
back on his word. 

If you are keeping your heart with all 
diligence, nothing cam bowl you over. 
Your will is then anchored in God’s will, 
and that is safer and more secure than 
a sealed concrete reservoir. 

MIDDLEBROOK, VA. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the directness and clarity 
of thy Word. We thank thee that in this 
lesson we are called upon to look straight 
forward and not to turn aside from the way 
that thou hast pointed out. Help us to look 
steadily toward the goal of thy loving pur- 
poses for us, and may we not become con- 
fused by the temptations that surround us. 
We know we must walk through worldly sur- 
roundings, but we also know that thou art 
ever providing the way of escape from the 
temptations that would otherwise overcome 
us. Help us to be good watchmen, on guard 
against the approach of any enemy, and by 
committing ourselves to thee in full surren- 
der receive from thee the victory that thou 
dost give to those who will accept thy suffi- 
cient grace. In these days of multiplied 
temptations in the widespread opportunity for 
indulgence in alcoholic drinks, we ask that 
thou wilt guard us against the temptation, 
and that it may never seem so customary 
that we shall not be guarding the approaches 
along the way. We ask this in the name 
of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 
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whenever he or she gets ready to do so. 
Some folks wi® have believed that and 
who have tried out the idea would give 
all they possess if they could go back to 
the time before they took that first drink. 
A temptation is a test. Every temptation 
that comes to us means that character is 
being tested. Listen to the great apostle 
as he gives his stirring message to the 
Thessalonian Christians, “Ye are all the 
children of light, and the children of the 
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day: we are not of the night, nor of 
darkness. ... Let us, who are of the 
day, be sober, putting on the breastplate 
of faith and love; and for an helmet, the 
hope of salvation.” Would you prefer 
to live in the spirit of those verses or as 
a defeated and discouraged Christian, as 
though you were of the night and of 
darkness in spiritual things? Let us 
take Christ as our guardian, our life, our 
hope, and may we be strong in him to 
face the testing times that are sure to 
come to all of us. Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To stimulate an appreciation for 
the Book of Proverbs and a desire to 
use it as a practical guide for Christian 
living. 


Activity.—For the poster described be- 
low you will need a large sheet of Manila 
drawing paper, a “pathway” cut from 
black paper, a red paper cross, a gold 
crown, and several narrow gold strips 
for rays of light; also a small picture of 
a Bible and pictures of one or more chil- 
dren or young people, depending upon 
the ages of the class. 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth” (Eccles. 
12:1a). 


IRLS, what is a proverb? Part of 

our lesson text is taken from a book 
in God’s Word which is filled with these 
brief, wise sayings, and our Memory Verse 
comes from another such book. King 
Solomon was the author of both of these 
books as well as others (Prov. 1:1; 
Eccles. 1:1; 1 Kings 4:32). 

(One of the girls might give a report 
on the story of Solomon’s request for 
“an understanding heart” found in 1 
Kings 3:5-15.) 

In our lesson text King Solomon tried 
to impress his son with the value of 
wisdom (Prov. 4:10-13). Walk “in the 
way of wisdom” and “take fast hold of 
instruction,” he said. See how wisdom is 


mentioned in connection with these 
Christian objectives. 1. Bible study (2 
Tim. 3:15). 2. Prayer (Jas. 1:5). 3. Soul 


winning (Prov. 11:30). 4. Wise compan- 
ions (Prov. 13:20). (If the girls have 
brought studies of people who have 
achieved success in life, let them check 
the causes of success with Christian 
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standards.) Did these people give God 
first place in their interests, or was their 
success based only upon temporary, 
worldly standards? Paul based his stand- 
ard for success upon an eternal founda- 
tion (2 Tim. 4:7, 8). 

Now find Solomon’s warnings to his 
son (Prov. 4:14-17). 1. Stay away from 
evil places. 2. Shun evil companions. 
You cannot indulge in worldly pastimes 
with worldly comrades without suffering 
from the results (1 Cor. 15:33; 1 John 2: 
15-17). 

Lela once went to her Sunday school 
teacher for advice regarding a job she 
had been offered in a “very exclusive” 
(as if that were possible) night club, 
The employer had said that in this job 
Lela would have to check the wraps of 
wealthy patrons, but she would not have 
to mingle with the people as they danced 
and drank. Should she take this job, 
she wanted to know. In the light of 
what we have just learned about shun- 
ning evil places and associates, what ad- 
vice would you have given to Lela? 
Notice again how emphatic Solomon was 
in verses 14 and 15. 

Picture the contrast which Solomon 
made of the two pathways of life (vs. 
18, 19). Girls, when we daily follow the 
Light of the world, we shall not be at- 
tracted by dark byways (John 8:12). 
See how the wise man of Proverbs 
sought to impress the importance of 
“constantly abiding” in the light (vs. 
20-23). 

While we have our Bibles open to the 
Book of Proverbs let us have a quick 
reference hunt so we may become fa- 
miliar with the wonderfully practical 
messages this book contains. The first 
one who finds each verse may stand to 
read. (Prov. 2:6; 3:5, 6; 6:6-8; 8:11, 17; 
9:9; 10:12; 14:34; 15:1; 16:18; 18:24; 20:1; 
22:1; 25:21, 22; 28:13; 29: 25; 30:5; 31:30). 

Now turn to our other text in 1 Thessa- 
lonians 5:6-8. Many, many times God 
inspired the men who wrote the Bible 
to warn us to “watch and pray,” because 
he remembers our weakness (Psa. 103: 
14), and longs to give us his strength (2 
Cor. 12:9). (See Matt. 25:1-13 and Luke 
21:34-36 for material for reports.) 

We shall illustrate our lesson on this 
poster. First we have a pathway of 
black to show “the way of the wicked” 
mentioned in our lesson (Prov. 4:19). 
(Paste the black pathway at the base of 
the poster.) Now we shall put some chil- 
dren on the pathway because “all [men, 
women, and children] have sinned” 
(Rom. 3:23). (Paste the children near 
the center of the poster, so they can 
face the next objects.) But these chil- 
dren did not remain in sin, for one of 
those wise soul-winners we mentioned 
before told them that the Lord Jesus 
loved them enough to die on the cross 
as their sacrifice, and when they would 
accept him as their Redeemer, he would 
wash all the sin from their hearts (Titus 
3:5). (Paste the cross near the top of 
the poster.) As these young folks turned 
to Christ they no longer were attracted 
by the companions and pastimes they 
had found along this dark pathway, but 
instead they were eager to learn more 
about the Lord Jesus and the new path- 
way they should follow (2 Pet. 3:18a). 

This time their friend told them of 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


God’s Word which was able to make 
them “wise unto salvation,” so they 
would not only be saved from their past 
sins, but they would have victory from 
day to day through Christ (2 Tim. 2:15). 
(Paste the Bible near the children.) 
Soon these children found that God’s 
Word was truly “a lamp” for their feet 
and “a light” for their path (Psa. 119: 
105). (Paste the strips of yellow as 
rays radiating from the Bible and cross.) 

Now these children are happily prais- 
ing him who had called them “out of 
darkness into his marvellous light” (1 
Pet. 2:9), and they are looking forward 
to that “perfect day” when Christ, their 
King, will come for them at last (Prov. 
4:18). (Paste the gold crown above the 
cross.) 

Is there one here this morning who 
would like to accept Christ as her Sav- 
iour and King, or who would like to 
make a new program for herself which 
would include more time for Bible study 
and more faithfulness in winning others 
to the One you love? Let us bow our 
heads and close our eyes while we have 
several prayers. 

Next Sunday we shall study about 
Hannah who made a promise to the 
Lord; who kept that promise; and who 
was abundantly rewarded. Learn Deu- 
teronomy 23: 23a. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

ye 


. % . 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 536) 

1. It gives a father’s instruction in order 
to preserve his son from wasting his life. 

2. The path of obedience to the will of 
God, as revealed in his Word. - 

3. To obey God. It is better to be his 
servant than to be the slave of sin. 

4. Avoid them. Do not keep company 
with them lest we learn their ways. 

5. It grows brighter and brighter until 
at last it brings us into the perfect day 
of God’s presence. 

6. Such will find life and health. 

7. It uses the now well-known fact of 
the circulation of the blood as an illus- 
tration of a great spiritual principle. 

8. About A. D. 54. It unfolds the truth 
of the Lord’s return for his saints. 

9. It should separate and purify us from 
the world and czarnality. 


10. Clad in the armor of God, relying 
upon his power. ~ 





[ Children at Home 


A Boy Who Kept His Promise 


A true story 
By Eva A. Hill 


WANT to tell you about a little Negro 

boy named Willie, who lived in Vicks- 
burg, Miss., where I spent several years 
in missionary work among his people. 
His parents were dead and he lived 
with his grandmother in a little three- 
room cabin. He was only nine years 
old, but full of life and energy. He 
attended our Temperance Band Meet- 
ing with the other boys and girls, and 
took great delight in all the work and 
exercises of the Band meetings. 

After weeks of teaching and training 
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along temperance lines, we took some 
pledge cards to the meeting and gave 
the children a chance to sign if they 
would like to do so. We explained very 
carefully the meaning of the triple 
pledge and that it was a promise to 
God which they must keep if they signed 
their names to it. Many of the chil- 
dren came up and signed their names 
to the pledge cards and carried them 
home to show their parents. 

As I was overseeing this work, I hap- 
pened to look up and see my nine-year- 
old boy, Willie, standing near me. “Miss 
Hill, may I sign the pledge card, too?” 
he asked. 

At first I hesitated, thinking he was 
too young to understand what it would 
mean to sign such a pledge. I replied 
that perhaps he had better wait awhile 
until he was a little older, as I doubted 
whether he really understood just what 
it meant. “You know it will be a prom- 
ise to God and not to Miss Hill if you 
sign this pledge card, and it would be 
better never to sign it than to break 
such a promise to God.” 

“Oh, yes, I will keep it, Miss Hill,” 
he pleaded, “and please let me sign it, 
too.” 

Well, I finally gave my consent as 
he was so in earnest and I could not 
resist his pleading. With a beaming 
face he signed the card and carried it 
home to show his grandmother. 

Some weeks later when I called at his 
home, his grandmother said to me, “Miss 
Hill, I want to tell you something.” So 
I listened as she told me her story. It 
was this: 

“A few days ago as Willie was out in 
the yard playing, I called and told him 
that I wanted him to go over to the store 
and get me a bucket of beer. He paid 
no attention and kept on playing. I 
called several times, and still he did not 
come. Finally I was so angry because 
he did not mind me that I ran out and 
said to him, ‘Willie, if you don’t come 
at once and mind me I'll beat the life 
out of you.’” 

He knew from experience how hard 
his grandmother could whip, and trem- 
bling with fear he went to her. Looking 
up he said: “I can’t do it because it is 
wrong, and Miss Hill said we must obey 
God first if we are ever asked to do a 
wrong thing. I have promised God that 
I would never touch or drink liquor, and 
I must keep my promise to God.” 

When she finished telling me her story 
she said: “Miss Hill, I was so ashamed 
to think I had tried to get him to do 
wrong that I promised myself I would 
never again ask him to do such a thing.” 

It was truly a severe test for such a 
little fellow, and I was delighted and 
proud of Willie to know that he had 
kept his promise to God. . 


San Dreco, Catir. 
ye 
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Lesson for August 14 


A Call to Prayer for the 
Jewish People 


AST year as Ella Mae Canney, Chris- 

tian worker for the Jewish cause, 
made a tour across the continent, visit- 
ing Jews in towns and cities, holding 
conversation with rabbis, and showing 
pictures of Palestine in the light of the 
prophetic Word of God, to synagogue 
groups, contacting ministers to enlist 
them in the cause of God’s covenant peo- 
ple, speaking in churches to acquaint 
them with the situation in America, 
she found the consensus of opinion 
among rabbis and Jewish leaders to ke: 
“If the day is saved for the Jew in 
America it is the Christian body that 
will do it.” It is in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ that hatred is being 
promulgated against the Jewish people 
by anti-Semitic organizations actively 
working here. These give as one of their 
requirements — “applicants for member- 
ship must be Christians.” The falsity of 
this propaganda and the love of the 
Lord Jesus for his brethren in the flesh 
should be acclaimed by Christians every- 
where. 

Prayer is the greatest power in the 
world. Prayer is the quickest and surest 
method of averting the great calamity 
of anti-Semitism in our land. The call 
went out for a day of prayer on March 
27, and thousands of Christians all over 
the United States, and many in Canada 
observed it. Out of this grew a desire 
on the part of many ministers and Chris- 
tian leaders for such a day each quarter. 

The undersigned gladly lend their 
names to the appeal for a special day 
of prayer for Israel on the first Sunday 
of July and October, 1938, and January 
and April, 1939; with the suggestion that 
pastors arrange if possible to give special 
messages dealing with the subject on 
the same Sunday. 

We suggest prayer especially that: 

1. The anti-Semitic calamity may be 
averted in America, and that God will 
give Christians a discerning spirit which 
will prevent their giving ear to the false 
propaganda that is being spread against 
the’ Jewish people. (Note warnings of 
Jer. 30:16 and Isa. 43: 1-4.) 


2. Christians everywhere may come to 
share something of Christ’s own love for 
his brethren, and to feel something of 
Paul’s longing for their salvation (Rom. 
9: 2-5). 

3. Israel will look to God and not to 
nations for her help in this hour of deep 
distress (Isa. 18 and 19). 

4. American Christians will have a 
share in the care of Jewish people who 
are being driven from European coun- 
tries— many of these are Christians 
(Matt. 25:40). 


5. “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
they shall prosper that love thee” (Psa. 
122:6). This is part of the Jewish home- 
land which was given to them by God 
himself for an everlasting possession 
(Gen. 17:8). It is blossoming for them 
after having had its “sabbath rest” (Lev. 
26). Pray that the present issues in the 
land will be settled as God would have 
them. 


Will you kindly publish this appeal 
just as widely as you can among the 
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ministers of your city, over the radio, 
and through Christian periodicals, etc., 
so that a great multitude of Christians 
may offer special prayer on October 2, 
January 1, and the first Sunday in April? 
And may this be an incentive to daily 
intercession for these who so sorely need 
the knowledge of the great love of the 
Redeemer for them. 

Signed: 


Rev. Donald Grey Barnhouse, D.D., Pastor, 
Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia 


Rev. Louis S. Bauman, D.D., Pastor, First 
Brethren Church, Long Beach, Calif. 
Rev. H. A. Ironside, D.D., Pastor, Moody 


Church, Chicago 

Dr. Albert G. Johnson, Pastor, Hinson Memo- 
rial Baptist Church, Portland, Oreg. 

Rev. Louis T. Talbot, D.D., Pastor, Church of 
the Open Door, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Rev. Norman B. Harrison, D.D., Bible Evan- 
gelist and Author 

Rev. Briton Ross, Evangelist 

Rev. Keith L. Brooks, Editor 
Monthly” 

Rev. T. Marshall Morsey, D.D., Editor “Har- 
vester Messenger”’ 

Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President, Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, Ill. 

Dr. Allan MacRae, President, Faith Seminary, 
Wilmington, Del. 

Dr. Bernard B. Sutcliffe, President, Multnomah 
School of Bible, Portland, Oreg. 

Dr. Bob Jones, President, Bob Jones College, 
Cleveland, Tenn. 

Dr. Conrad Hoffman, Jr., Board: Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A. 


Seattle Christian Business Men’s Comm., Dr. 
N. A. Jepson, Chairman 


“Prophecy 








Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


Compiled by Grace Clifford Howard 


Research Secretary of the 
Scientific Temperance Federation 




















Social Effects of Alcohol 


Industrial Efficiency.—Excessive indul- 
gence in alcohol results in affecting in- 
dustrial efficiency, if indeed, it does not 
conduce to disregard of normal caution 
in industrial manipulations and thus 
actually jeopardize the lives of the man 
himself, of his coworkers, and of the 
public dependent upon his skill for 
proper manipulation of agencies for 
transportation and construction.—F. G. 
Benedict, “Alcohol and Human Effi- 
ciency.” 





Slum Children.—Every year, 3,000 chil- 
dren pass through the children’s courts 
(Austria) and figures show that 90 per 
cent of these came from squalid and 
congested areas. After they had been 
dealt with by the courts, they were too 
often allowed to return to these areas 
and to come again under the pernicious 
influences which had made them delin- 
quents.—A. J. Dalziel in Grit. 


Shorter Life—Alcohol lowers resist- 
ance and shortens life; it impairs effi- 
ciency ... increases economic waste, and 
retards social progress.—Dr. Milton J. 
Rosenau, in “Progressive Medicine and 
Hygiene.” 


Lack of Poise.—We quiet our jaded 
nerves with frequent dashes of alcoholic 
stimulants, which only increase our sen- 
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sitivity and materially decrease our abil- 
ity to secure mental poise. Our chil- 
dren are the victims—Dr. Raymond A. 
Kent, Pres. University of Louisville, in 
Grit. 


Alcohol in the Slums.—Slums and 
physical deterioration go hand in hand. 
The atmosphere of gloom and misery 
stifles hopes and aspirations, and, far too 
frequently, leads to alcoholism and 
crime. In the absence of privacy, there 
is a lack of decency, and it has been 
truly said that morality in such circum- 
stances is a question of square feet.— 
Dr. E. S. Morris, Director General of 
Public Health, Austria, in Grit. 


Loss of National Wealth.—As a repre- 
sentative of Labor, I confirm and empha- 
size the statement that no public ad- 
vantage accrues from the existence of 
the liquor traffic. The national revenue 
from the liquor traffic is simply an in- 
dication of the extent of social waste 
and social poverty which is caused by 
the traffic. A nation which has no drink 
traffic would have no difficulty in finding 
all that was necessary to meet its legiti- 
mate expenditure. And it would do that 
not by the destruction of wealth, for the 
liquor traffic does not produce wealth: it 
destroys wealth in order to manufacture 
pauperism, crime, disease, lunacy, pov- 
erty, and death. The country would 
be infinitely better off if it kept in per- 
sonal idleness all those who are em- 
ployed in the liquor traffic. There is 
no need to do that; were the liquor 
traffic removed there would not be less 
employment but more employment.— 
Chancellor Philip Snowden, of England, 
quoted in Grit. 


Loss of Energy.—The effect of beer on 
the economy of the race results in dimin- 
ution of births, increase of sickness and 
death, increase of poverty, lowering of 
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excessive ability, a diminution of the 
total energy of the race in the struggle 
for existence. — Dr. Furry, Monthly 
Health Letter, Denver. 


Effects of Beer and Alcohol on Personality 


Luther’s Comments on Beer.—Whoever 
first brewed beer prepared a pest for 
Germany. I have prayed to God that 
he would destroy the whole brewing 
industry. I have pronounced a curse 
on the brewer. All Germany could live 
on the barley that is spoiled and turned 
into a curse by the brewer.—Quoted in 
the Union Signal, June 5, 1937. 


Among Students.—Among the aca- 
demic youth of Germany the drinking of 
beer has truly killed their ideals and 
their ethics, and has produced an inde- 
scribable vulgarity.—Dr. A. Forel, of the 
University of Munich. Quoted in the 
Union Signal. 


Stimulates Crime—Like alcoholism 
in general, beer carries with it most 
serious dangers to society. This is 
especially noticeable in the relation of 
alcohol to criminality. The brutalizing 
effect of beer-alcoholism is shown most 
clearly by the fact that in Germany 
crimes of personal violence, particularly 
dangerous bodily injuries, occur most 
frequently in Bavaria, where there is 
the highest consumption of beer.—Hugo 
Hoppe, M.D., “Dangers in Use of Beer.” 


What Criminals Say.—Among many 
persons of some general intelligence, a 
notion prevails that fermented liquors 
rarely excite to crime. Such is not the 
judgment of those practically conversant 
with our criminal courts; such is far 
from the testimony of criminals them- 
selves.—Cora Frances Stoddard. 


Even Sixty Years Ago.—The following 
is from a report of Commissioners ap- 
pointed by the Governor-General of 
Canada in 1874 to visit the United States 
where prohibiting laws were or had been 
in force: There was “an increase of 
over 68 per cent in the aggregate number 
of crimes, over 120 per cent in cases of 
drunkenness” in the reports of the Mayor 
and City Marshal in one northeast city 
(New Bedford), when beer was sold 
over the preceding year during which 
strict prohibition was enforced.—Cora 
Frances Stoddard. 


A Root of Many Evils.—The experience 
of Massachusetts with permitting beer 
selling, while prohibiting the sale of 
other liquors, is that drunkenness in- 
creased, crime increased, poverty in- 
creased. The sale of stronger liquors 
under cover of malt liquors increased. 
—Cora Frances Stoddard. 


What Is Intoxicating?—Dr. George O. 
Higley, Professor of Chemistry, Ohio 
Wesleyan University, says that drink- 
ing 3 per cent beer by volume, often re- 
sults in hilarity, followed by surly be- 
havior, with a loss of self-control, and 
often self-respect, the drinker’s actions 
becoming careless and even immoral; 
that a larger dose of the same liquor 
might cause quarrelsomeness; fear, jeal- 
ousy, and hatred might be aroused, with- 
out cause, so that crimes are committed; 
and that the subject showing any of 
these departures from normal condition 
is “intoxicated” in the proper meaning 
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of the term, even though he does not 
stagger and is not “drunk” in the popular 
meaning of that term. It was, there- 
fore, Dr. Higley’s opinion that “a court 
may very properly hold as intoxicating 
not only whiskey, brandy, and gin, but 
also beer, even if it contains alcohol to 
the amount of only 3 per cent by vol- 
ume.” 


Poison !—Dr. De Lancy Carter says: 
“Beer contains alcohol to the extent of 
from 3 to 5 per cent. ... Therefore, in 
small or large amounts, beer... con- 
tains alcohol. 

“Alcohol is a narcotic, a poison, and 
an abnormal drug, the quantity matters 
not; the gradual accumulation of this 
poison has been found to be destructive 
to man, inasmuch as it destroys that 
moral, mental, and physical standard so 
necessary to the good of mankind.”— 
Quoted in Union Signal. 


Burbank on Wine.—A visitor, being 
shown a new grape by Burbank, asked 
if he had ever improved the wine grape, 
to which Burbank replied: “This is not 
awine grape. The continued use of wine 
destroys the finer qualities of both mind 
and body. Tell the children that I have 
never produced a superior wine grape 
and that if I ever do produce one, it 
shall be at once destroyed. No wine 
plant will ever be sent into the world 
from my plant school.”—Luther Bur- 
bank on Temperance, Journal of Char- 
acter Training. 


Starvation of the Brain.—Dr. T. D. 
Crothers, in American Medicine, N. Y., 
says: “Science has proved beyond ques- 
tion that the action of alcohol is an 
anesthetic and depressant, and its con- 
tinuous use is followed by sensory and 
motor impairments, and also poisoning 
and starvation of the brain and nervous 
system, hence sanity and responsibility 
are not possible. . . . The fact of ex- 
cessive use of alcohol should be accepted 
as evidence of mental impairment and 
inability to control acts and conduct.” 


The Dangers of “Moderation.”—The 
moderate use of fermented drinks carries 
with it the danger of immoderate use. 
The light exhilaration of the brain pro- 
duced by alcohol is a pleasant sensation 
which, once experienced, leads to a de- 
sire for its repetition. Precisely there 
lies the danger, for this light mental 
exaltation, not very dangerous in itself, 
is after all the first stage of drunkenness, 
and that stage overstepped, the man 
drawn on by an unobserved decline, 
passes quickly from occasional intoxica- 
tion to habitual drunkenness.—Report of 
Dr. Bergeron, Member of the French 
Academy of Medicine. 


Happy Jim’s Conversion 
(Continued from second page) 


“For a moment or two I took no 
notice, hardly knowing what to do. 
Then I dropped the horse’s foot and 
shouted out, ‘Men, I’ve got converted.’ 
I began to tell them how the Lord had 
saved me and made me a new man. They 
wondered what iiew move was on. My 
word, it was a new move, and I did not 
have to pay fer the moving. 

“They went across to the pub, and 
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when they returned, twenty of them, 
they brought back half a dozen cans of 
beer and stood them in front of me. The 
day previous they wouldn’t have brought 
them within a mile of me! 

“Only eight hours before I was a poor, 
earth-bound, hell-bound sinner, born 
with a drink in my throat. Now the 
same man, but gloriously saved. I stood 
before the very drink for which I had 
sacrificed hame, comfort, self-respect, al- 
most my very soul—and I could not 
bear to look upon it. I did not know 
it was in the Book, but it was in my 
heart, ‘Therefore if any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are be- 
come new....’ 

“How they tormented me that week! 
They put rats in my jacket. I would 
put my hands in my pockets and draw 
them out covered with tar. My cap 
they nailed to the floor. They tried to 
rouse my temper with jibes and mock- 
ery — but the Lord said, ‘My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness.’ 

“This was the beginning of a revival in 
the bus yard: drivers, conductors, and 
farriers were brought to Christ. After 
the first week my two biggest perse- 
cutors asked if they might come home 
with me. They knelt down at our din- 
ner table, and before we had dinner 
these two men accepted the Saviour. 
When we returned to work on Monday 
there were three of us on the Lord’s 
side.” 

Bryant continued shoeing horses and 
preaching the Gospel for several years 
and with great blessing. He learned to 
read. Then the Lord called him out into 
a larger sphere and to even greater 
blessing. He is still preaching, and the 
little, kindly, humorous autobiography 
with its deep experiences of God’s grace 
to himself and others will preach long 
after he is gone Home. 


4 
Pete Bank “’ Contests 


ANY are familiar with the small 
metal banks shaped like pigs which 
are used by the American Mission to 
Lepers for contributions. The idea of 
such banks occurred to a few members 
of THE SuNDAy ScHOOL TIMES staff when 
they heard W. M. Danner, then the Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Mission, tell of 
Wilbur Chapman, a Kansas boy who had 
raised a real pig named Pete in order 
that he might sell it and give the pro- 
ceeds to the Mission. At the annual 
meeting of the Mission last October Pete 
No. 100,000 was presented to Wilbur 
Chapman, now a full grown man in the 
engineering profession, who still keeps 
his zealous interest in the work. (TIMEs, 
March 5). It has been estimated that 
more than a million dollars have come 
into the treasury of the Mission to 
Lepers through the pig banks alone. 
Two series of contests have just been 
organized by the American Mission to 
Lepers. The conditions of the contest 
are given herewith, with a brief intro- 
duction by Wilbur Chapman: 
“Fittingly to celebrate the silver anni- 
versary of the occasion when ‘Uncle Will’ 


gave me $3 and I used it to buy Pete for 
the sake of a boy leper in Siam, a Nae 
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tional Pete Anniversary Committee has 
been formed and I have been asked to 
act as chairman. The Committee is now 
happy to announce that the following con- 
tests have been made possible by the spe- 
cial gifts of interested friends.” 


I. Group Contest 


A. Any organized group, within a 
church, sending money to the American 
Mission to Lepers as a result of “feeding” 
one or more pig banks will be eligible 

- for an award of honor. 

B. Two awards of honor will be given 
to the two groups which, between the 
dates named below, remit the largest and 
the second largest contributions. 

C. The contest began May 22, 1938, and 
closes May 22, 1939. 

D. The awards of honor will consist of 
plaques of a durable material bearing the 
figures of Wilbur and Pete, similar in form 
and design to the one unveiled at White 
Cloud, Kansas, May 22, 1938, and suitable 
to hang on the wall of a church room. 

E. Awards of merit will also be given 
to any eligible group for each gift of $25 
or more remitted at any one time between 
the dates named. 

F. Each ‘award of merit will consist of 
a goldplated Pete bank. 

II. Inprvipvat CONTEST 

A. Any individual placing Pete banks 
where he has reason to believe they will 
be “fed” is eligible for an award of honor. 

B. Two awards of honor will be given 
to the individuals who, between the dates 
named below, place the largest number 
and the second largest number of Pete 
banks. 

C. The contest began May 22, 1938, and 
closes May 22, 1939. 

D. The awards of honor will consist of 
small silver cups bearing the figures of 
Wilbur and Pete. 

E. An award of merit will also be given 
to each individual who, between the dates 
named, places 25 or more Pete banks. 

F. Awards of merit will probably con- 
sist of bronze paper weights bearing the 
figures of Wilbur and Pete. 


The offices of The American Mission 
to Lepers, Inc., are at 156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City; 77 W. Washington 
Street, Chicago; 140 Public Square, 
Cleveland; 4 Park Street, Boston; 313 W. 
Third Street, Los Angeles. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











August 21. My Attitude Toward God. Acts 17: 
22-30. 


Sunday, August 14 
As Others See Me (Jas. 1:22-27; 2:8-17) 





Mon.—My kindness (1 John 3:14-18). 

Tues.—My selfishness (Prov. 24:il, 12). 

Wed.—My lack of self-control (Jas. 3:13- 
18). 

Thurs.—My humility (Luke 7:6, 7). 


Fri.—My willingness to help (Luke 10: 
25-37). 
Sat.—My sincerity (Deut. 10:12). 











CERTAIN large clock was the de- 

spair of passers-by. Its concealed 
works were in perfect condition. They 
had been checked by experts and found 
to be accurate to a very small fraction 
of a second. And yet the clock was 
worse than useless to passers-by be- 
cause the hands had a habit of slipping 
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occasionally on the shaft that was sup- 
posed to turn them, and thus folks never 
knew whether the clock was right or 
not. 

ye 

Just as a clock has a concealed inner 
works, so we have an inner nature 
which men’s eyes cannot see. It is im- 
possible to see a person’s faith, or to 
observe his love toward God. We can- 
not always tell, by looking at a person, 
whether or not his heart is right toward 
God. 

Just as the hands of a clock are 
looked upon by men to indicate its 
inner condition, so our words and deeds 
are the only means which others have 
of knowing the condition of our hearts. 
When we see another person perform- 
ing kind and thoughtful acts, or hear 
him speaking gentle and kind words, 
when we observe him living unself- 
ishly, or performing acts of devotion to 
God such as helping to carry on the 
work of the church, teaching a Sunday 
school class, visiting the sick, helping 
out in missionary work, we are given 
an indication as to what is his heart 
attitude toward God. 

Thus, while our works can never be 
substituted for the heart attitude, nev- 
ertheless, they are very important. God 
who looks upon the heart can tell from 
this condition whether or-not we are 
saved. But men can tell we are saved 
only by the things that we do and say. 


b)-4 

But, like the clock whose hands slip- 
ped, our works are not always consis- 
tent with the condition of our hearts. 
Sometimes we give folks the wrong 
impression. The Bible gives us a num- 
ber of guides to Christian conduct 
toward others that will help us to check 
ourselves and find out if we are really 
acting toward others as a Christian 
should. 

Ephesians 5 and 6 and Romans 12 and 
13 are particularly helpful in showing 
us how a Christian ought to walk with 
relation to others. We learn here that 
we are to walk “in love” (Eph. 5:2). 
Our model and inspiration is to be 
Christ himself who has loved us and 
given himself for us. When we love 
a person we do not merely tolerate 
him, but we seek for. opportunities to 
show our love. This is to be our atti- 
tude toward others. 

Our conversation is to avoid all un- 
cleanness (Eph. 5:3, 4). Questionable 
or dirty stories or jokes have no place 
on the lips of a Christian. Even those 
who indulge in such conversation are 
quick enough to notice the inconsis- 
tency of a professing Christian who 
does so. 

The Christian is to make no compro- 
mise with evil of any sort (Eph. 5:11, 
12). Often Christians are deceived into 
thinking that a slight participation in 
things that are questionable or wrong 
will gain popularity or the approval of 
men. But, on the contrary, it only 
weakens or renders ineffective their 
Christian testimony. Notice in this same 
connection that reproof of evil or ques- 
tionable things does not always mean 
denunciation of them. A quiet refusal 
to have any part in them is sometimes 
as effective as many loud words of con- 
demnation. 
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The Christian will be consistent in 
his church attendance and fellowship 
with other Christians (vs. 19, 20; Heb. 
10:25). The Lord Jesus set us an ex- 
ample in this respect when he went 
regularly to the synagogue, “as his cus- 
tom was” (Luke 4:16). 

The Christian’s home life will be 
marked by love and obedience and mu- 
tual consideration and respect (Eph. 
5:21 to 6:4). The writer well remem- 
bers how during his early youth the 
testimony of a certain Sunday school 
teacher was destroyed, for him, when 
he heard the quarreling and unkind 
words that characterized that teacher’s 
home life. 

The Christian’s home life will include 
thoughtful consideration of employees 
in the home (Eph. 6:9). 

The Christian’s business life will be 
marked by honesty and industry (Rom. 
ae kd, 209% 

ve 

To these may be added many other 
guides such as generosity (Rom. 12:13); 
sympathy (Rom. 12:15); humility (Rom. 
12:16); a forgiving spirit (Rom. 12:19, 
20); law observance (Rom. 13:1-7); the 
avoidance of debt (Rom. 13:8). All of 
these things, while they cannot earn 
salvation, testify to others that we are 
saved and are seeking to follow and 
emulate our Lord and Master who has 
said to us, “Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 

PHILADELPHIA. 





[With the New Books 


The Music of the Gospel. Volume I. 
By Robert Harkness. (Published by Rob- 
ert Harkness, P. O. Box 204, South Pasa- 
dena, Calif., 50 cents; please do not send 
stamps.) What a man believes influences 
all that he does. If he is a composer, 
those who have a keen ear for music 
will sense a certain accord between his 
beliefs and his compositions. Robert 
Harkness, well known to SunDAay ScHOOL 
Trwes readers through his monthly 











George Whitefield 
The Matchless Soul Winner 


by EDWIN NOAH HARDY, Ph.D. 





George Whitefield is recognized as the 
prince of preachers in the English speak- 
ing world. He was a pioneer of many of 
the great forward movements of today, in 
welfare work, higher education, church 
union, employment of lay preachers, and 
open air preaching and soul winning. 
Dr. Hardy in this new book brings to 
light much new and interesting data con- 
cerning the greatest preacher of the Chris- 
tian era. hitefield is living, visible, 
audible and lovable in this book. 

ME sl | incidents and heart-touching scenes 

make it difficult to lay this book down. It has 

brought rich personal canny, to my soul.” 

— Dr. CHARLES G. TRUMBULL. 
14 full page illustrations, 300 pages; cloth, $1.50 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
7 West 45th Street NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Golden Text choruses and other hymns 
published occasionally in the TimEs, is 
a Christian musician, who not only 
knows and believes the very heart of 
the true Gospel, but who for over thir- 
ty-five years has been instrumental in 
leading many hundreds of souls to 
Christ. 

As one plays over the pieces in this 
new volume of sheet-music size, he is 
soon conscious of a decided fitness be- 
tween the words or the theme and the 
music. There are thirty-three pages con- 
taining thirty compositions, nine with- 
out words which are suitable for offer- 
tories, and twenty-one sacred solos and 
duets. The words are by various authors, 
including Mr. Harkness himself. His 
sacred selections interpret such subjects 
as prayer, praise, Heaven, redemption, 
fellowship, Gethsemane, Calvary, resur- 
rection, the Second Coming, Christian 
service and fellowship, faith, surrender, 
and victory. Among these pieces are 
to be found such favorite solos as “Hid- 
ing in the Shadow of the Rock,” “Only 
Believe and Live,” “Why Christ Died,” 
and “Gethsemane.” 

There is a haunting sweetness in Mr. 
Harkness’s compositions that makes you 
want to play them and sing them over 
and over again. This latest collection 
will be welcomed by soloists, church or- 
ganists, Sunday school and evangelistic 
pianists, and those who broadcast over 
the radio. 


Christ in His Suffering. By K. Schil- 
der, Ph.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $3.) Here 
is a book of unusual significance. Dr. 
Schilder, great theologian of the Re- 
formed Churches of the Netherlands, has 
given us in this volume a fresh, schol- 
arly, and deeply devotional treatment 
of the sufferings of our Lord. Begin- 
ning with a study of Peter as the mouth- 
piece of Satan at Czsarea Philippi, the 
author traces, step by step, the develop- 
ment of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus 
until, in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
Christ is denied even the sympathy and 
fellowship of the unnamed young man 
of Mark’s Gospel. 

This book, originally published in the 
Netherlands in 1929, and only recently 
translated into English, is the first of 
a series.of three the author has written 
concerning the Passion of Christ. The 
reader will find in practically every 
chapter new and deep insight into the 
terrific struggle between the powers of 
light and darkness which characterized 
the earthly life of our Lord. Cold of 
heart indeed is he who in the pages of 
this book does not find himself stirred 
to a greater love for the Lord, as he be- 
holds that which Christ endured on his 
behalf. 

Three things are especially character- 
istic of Dr. Schilder’s work: first, the 
clarity and deep spiritual understanding 
with which the depth of the sufferings of 
Christ is pictured; second, the constant 
and convincing emphasis upon the plan 
and purpose of the Father in the suffer- 
ings of the Son; and third, the reverence 
and awe with which the author looks 
upon these holy scenes, and draws from 
them spiritual blessing. It may not seem 
to be an easy book to read, but surely 
it is a great one. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 8 to 14 
Mon.—Provervs 4:10-13. Wise Counsel. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have taught 
thee in the way of wisdom.” Christ’s 
wonderful counsel is for the asking. 
Solomon acquired his superb wisdom by 
prayer. The promise of James 1:5 still 
holds good. Christ is made unto us 
“wisdom.” The “greater than Solomon” 
desires to be your teacher. Be wise. 
Sit at his feet, and always have “a 
word in season to him that is weary” 
(Isa. 50:4). Pray for Camp Wucliffe, 
the summer training school under the 
auspices of the Pioneer Mission Agency, 
1201 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Tues.—Proverbs 4:14-23. 
Warnings Against Evil Associates. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Enter not into 
the path of the wicked.” “Paths of 
righteousness” sometimes run close to 
the “path of the wicked,” but they are 
always distinguishable. “The path of 
the just” is the only safe course. Con- 
tacts with the wicked are perilous. “I 
will keep my mouth with a bridle, while 
the wicked is before me” (Psa. 39:1). 
Walk not in their counsel, stand not in 
their fellowship, sit not in their seats 
of scorn. “Evil communications corrupt 
good manners” (1 Cor. 15:33). Pray 
for Christian and Missionary Alliance 
Conference, Beulah Beach, Ohio. 
Wed.—1 Thessalonians 5:6-8. 
Forming Good Habits. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let us not sleep, 
as do others.” The world is “dead in 
sin.” Be alive unto God. Christians, 
“weary in well doing,” lie in carnal 
slumber. “Awake to righteousness.” Put 
on the breastplate of faith and love. 
Things worth while come with labor. 
Salvation cost Christ’s blood, and more 
than mortal can ever know. Put some- 
thing sacrificial into your life and serv- 
ice. Be a_ self-denying wide-awake 
Christian. Pray for Indian Hill Boys’ 
Camp, Mt. Holly, N. J. 


Thurs.—1 Peter &:5-10. Humility and Sobriety. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Clothed with 
humility.” These moral and personal 
affections are to be your daily garb. 
What we are and how we behave is 
seen by God and men. Latitude, sun- 
shine, and altitude influence plant life. 
The qualities that mean much in your 
Christian life and service are humility 
and sobriety. Pray for Mount Hermon 
Conferences, Mt. Hermon, Calif. 


Fri.—Titus 1:5-9. Sober-minded Leaders. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Discreet” 
(marg.). Discretion is a grand preserva- 
tive. “Discretion shall preserve thee.” 
It will save you from many a taint. 
“The discretion of a man deferreth his 
anger” (Prov. 19:11). “A fair woman 
who is without discretion,” says Solo- 
mon, is as “a jewel of gold in a swine’s 
snout.” Discreet leaders guiding the af- 
fairs of the house of God with wisdom 
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were never more needed. Such level- 
headed, cautious, spiritual men in the 
household of faith are the Church’s orna- 
ments. Pray for Mission Farm Confer- 
ences, Medicine Lake, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


Sat.—Titus 2:1-8. Sound Teaching. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Sound speech, 
that cannot be condemned.” Good con- 
versation silences the ignorance of fool- 
ish men. Words of wisdom bless the 
utterer and never harm the hearer. 
Sound teaching is safe: Hear it always. 
Use it ever. Pray for New England 
Fellowship Conferences, Rumney, N. H. 
Sun.—Psalm 1:1-6. 

The Righteous and Wicked Contrasted. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Moral and spir- 
itual states are well defined in Scripture. 
The “camps” are inescapably different. 
Contrasts are as distinguishable as light 
from darkness. Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, and the Prophets give the 
principles and practices of both. The 
Spirit’s detection of the wicked within 
the Church comes out clearly in the 
letters to the Seven Churches. Pray for 
Pinebrook Bible Conferences, East 
Stroudsburg, Pa. 
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